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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected m California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones 
undertaken for inclusion in the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
policy Further, they provide an overview of issue 
development in California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of ma^jor and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
in oral history available through California's several 
institutionally based programs 




Participating as cooperating institutions in the State 
Government Oral History Program are 

Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University, Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University, Sacramento 

Oral History Program 

Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 
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Oral History Program 

University of California, Los Angeles 

The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
citizens, and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Helen Margaret Linder Myers was born on May 24, 1914 in 
Chicago, Illinois, the first child of Swedish immigrants, 
Carl and Hilda Chnstiansson Linder Mrs Myers graduated 
from high school m Lakewood, Ohio in 1933, and the 
following year she enrolled m evening classes at Cleveland 
College Between 1935 and 1937 she attended the University 
of Michigan She married E Ware Myers in 1937 They moved 
to Chicago, where m 1938 she graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
the University of Chicago with an A B degree from the 
School of Social Services Administration 

Health considerations prompted Mrs Myers to move to 
Tucson, Arizona m 1939 Eventually, she and her husband 
permanently located in the Los Angeles area following his 
discharge from the U S Navy in 1946 During this year 
their son, Paul Andrew, was born This was also the time 
when Mrs Myers became actively involved m Democratic party 
organizations and participated in a variety of activities as 
a volunteer 

In 1950, Mrs Myers assumed her first party leadership 
position when the Los Angeles County Democratic Central 
Committee appointed her as its organization chairman 
Later, her increased prominence led to her primary role in 
the creation of the California Democratic Council [CDC] 

She was elected first vice president of the founding board, 
a position she held from 1953 to 1955 Immediately after 
this she served as CDC's organization chairman for two 
years 


From 1956 to 1960 she held the position of second vice 
chairman of the Democratic County Central Committee In 
addition to her activities as a party officer, Mrs Myers 
participated m individual campaigns She worked for 
Stephen I Zetterberg's two congressional bids in 1948 and 
1950 In 1950 she also managed Evelyn Johnson's assembly 
campaign Her finale as a campaign manager was the managing 
of Helen Rudd Brown's 1958 campaign for the Congress, in 
which Mrs Brown was narrowly defeated 

During the period of Mrs Myers' active involvement in 
the party's affairs, the control of state politics passed 
from the Republican party to the Democratic party a change 
she helped produce She strengthened the party by 
successfully organizing volunteers into clubs with a focus 
A once disorganized and apathetic party became structured 
and had enthusiastic members Whatever her duties, Mrs 


in 



Myers combined relentless zeal with a motivational method 
that enabled her not only to extract the people's talents, 
but often their money as well She was a successful fund¬ 
raiser 
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July 13, 1990] 

1 Side A] 

Mrs Myers, I believe you told me that you were 

born in Chicago and it was m 1914 

Right 

How was it that your family happened to be m 
Chicago 7 

Both my mother and father were born m Sweden 
Both of them came to this country, my mother at 
age fourteen and I believe my father at age 
seventeen They met in Chicago It was quite a 
center of Swedish immigrants That's how they 
became my parents 

And your father was Carl Linder And your 
mother was Hilda Chnstiansson 7 
Yes Her father's name was Berger Jacob 
Chnstiansson, and in Sweden one takes the name 
of the parent and adds "son " So at different 
times she used the name Bergerson, sometimes 



2 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


Jacobsson, but the final one was Chnstiansson 
and that it is the name the family uses in 
Sweden today 

What was it that your father did for a living"’ 
When he came to this country, he became an 
apprentice carpenter As a carpenter in the 
building trades, he bought lots m Chicago and 
built houses He sold them He also, from time 
to time, thought he could make money farming 
He would buy a farm near Grand Junction, 

Michigan that is near South Haven, Michigan 
He was going to plant beans or some such thing 
Actually, there was a farm depression then, and 
he had to sell the farms My mother was usually 
left the 30 b of doing that He then went back 
to Chicago and back to building houses 
You went to school for a year in Grand Junction, 
Michigan"’ 

Right It was a two-room schoolhouse I didn't 
quite finish out the year I got a very good, 
basic education and was reading fluently and 
enjoying it when I left 

You were living there because your father had a 
project going’ 


DOUGLASS 
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No It was a small town By then my father had 
gone to Pennsylvania and was working building 
houses there because the mines were being 
developed A lot of new housing was needed I 
think it was the depression time after the war 
[World War I] 

Around 1921 

Yes He had to go where the work was We 
visited him there and lived there for about four 
months or so but my mother was not well and 
didn't like it She always came back to 
Michigan She rented a home My father had 
sold a house m Chicago that he carried the 
mortgage on, and that mortgage payment was paid 
to my mother every month I believe he sent her 
other money But the mortgage money was our mad 
money as it were Whenever we wanted anything, 
my mother always said, "We have to wait until 
the mortgage money comes " 

Did you have siblings' 9 

I had a sister, who was twenty-one months 
younger We were very close because there was 
just the three of us 
What was your sister's name 9 
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Her name was Dorothy [Linder] I was very proud 
of her when she was born—that was m Chicago— 
and when workmen came in, I told them about my 
"baby doll " It was shortened to Dolly Dolly 
was her name all her life 

From Grand Junction, you moved to another town 
in Michigan 

Yes It was between sixteen and thirty miles 
away, called Watervliet It was a bit larger 
I guess my mother wanted to live m a larger 
town I don't know her real motives 
You continued your elementary schooling there 
Then you moved to Lakewood, Ohio 
Yes I believe I was ten years old I was m 
fifth grade My parents moved to Lakewood It 
was a great change I had been quite a 
personage in this small town I got good 
grades, I had a very good memory and so I was 
always given the big speeches to give m school 
and in the church 

What church did your family belong to^ 

My family grew up as Lutherans, but my mother 
had such a big dose of catechism and religious 
training as part of her schooling, that she 
never really went back to a church She was 
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very permissive about our going to any church 
She encouraged us, as a matter of fact She 
thought we should She went to church whenever 
we were giving a piece, suffered a little bit, 
wondering whether we would get through it or 
not 

So you had been sort of cock of the walk m this 
small town There was a change in going to 
Lakewood 7 

Not only was I cock of the walk in the sense 
that I did well in school My mother's position 
was somewhat anomalous Nobody knew exactly 
what her income was They knew that about just 
everyone else m the town And, also, we had 
all those summer vacation people coming from 
Chicago Young people We lived near Paw Paw 
Lake, which was a big resort lake The whole 
summer was just full of people Two or three 
times a year, my mother would go to Chicago on 
the Pere Marquette Railroad and would frequently 
take us At that time, we didn't think anything 
of going out of school for a week No such 
thing as average daily attendance and those 
kinds of pressures 
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So you would get to go to the big city and see 
something 

People would send us gifts at Christmastime My 
hairbows came from Marshall Field [and Co ] In 
other words, I was different from the small-town 
farm kids 

Why was the move made to Lakewood 9 
My father From Pennsylvania he had moved to 
Akron, where he built houses for the rubber 
workers Then he went to Lakewood, Ohio with my 
uncle Both of them were building houses In 
the beginning he worked with my uncle, then he 
started building his own houses There seemed 
to be a permanent market The city was growing 
This is a suburb of Cleveland 9 
A suburb of Cleveland He was building in 
Lakewood, Rocky River, and later m Beach Cliff 
These were expensive suburbs The suburbs kept 
moving outwards There seemed to be always more 
houses to build 

What was your high school experience in 
Lakewood 9 

My sister was a much more social person than I 
was and less academically oriented Not that 
she couldn't do good work if she wanted to, but 



7 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


it didn't seem that important to her I think I 
had more general curiosity, partly because of 
the extensive reading I was good at writing, 
so m high school I got involved with a more 
academic crowd—especially m my last year—and 
became a member of a club called the Thirty-two 
Club At that time m the high schools we had 
many sororities and fraternities My sister was 
in one of the sororities 

We sort of worked together I took her to 
my affairs, and she took me to some of her 
affairs In the summertime, we always went back 
to Michigan and stayed with old friends We 
went to the dances at the lakes There were 
many lakes around Grand Junction We always 
went to Watervliet or Paw Paw Lake It was fun 
filled 

By this time, the Great Depression must have 
been striking 

It was My father had to stop building houses 
He had a two-family house and a house that we 
lived in In fact, he had bought the house in 
order to sell the house that he owned next to it 
because our house had been rather decrepit 
There was an Irish family with several kids 
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living m it Nobody wanted to buy his 
expensive house He bought our house and 
remodeled it, and that was where we lived But 
we really lived off the rental incomes and 
whatever he was able to make from casual jobs, 
building rumpus rooms, doing screens 
Occasionally, a union 30 b came around 
Was it assumed m your family that you, who 
seemed to be academically successful, would 
probably go to college 9 

No It was assumed that because I was pretty 
good in school that I would become a 
stenographer or a secretary, if I was very 
successful That was the path that my mother's 
cousins and my father's cousins in Chicago had 
followed There was one family in Chicago that 
we were close to They were not truly 
relatives They were relatives m the sense 
that my mother's uncle's wife had many brothers 
and sisters, and we all called them uncle and 
auntie by their name, Auntie Tekla, Auntie Anna, 
Auntie Frieda One of the "uncles" was a 
jeweler He made quite a bit of money His 
children did go to the University of Illinois 
His daughter became a Pi Phi, and the son became 
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a doctor But otherwise the girls generally 
became stenographers or secretaries 
Of course, neither of your parents had gone to 
college, I assume 

No All the Swedish people I knew had taken the 
standard six-year education in Sweden They 
seemed to have learned quite a bit in that short 
time I never knew any who couldn't read They 
wrote, although my father was an abominable 
speller 

Did they speak Swedish in the home - ? 

Only when they didn't want us to know We never 
learned Swedish because they were separated at 
that early age when children pick up the 
language 

So English was your first language 
English was the first language English really 
became their first language When my mother was 
living in Michigan, although she had Swedish 
friends near Grand Junction, there were none in 
Watervliet She had to speak English all the 
time to her friends She spoke very good 
English When she came here at fourteen, she 
became a hired girl to a lawyer They took her 
up to northern Michigan, where they had a summer 



10 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 


home She ate with the family and did the 
housework Her English was excellent, and her 
grammar was perfect You learn these things 
from hearing 

What were your thoughts about going to college 9 
Because all my friends were going to college and 
because all of the young people that I read 
about in my books went to boarding school, 
naturally I wanted to go to college In eighth 
grade, I decided that I must take Latin because 
this seemed to be a general requirement for 
college We compromised m my family I wanted 
to take an academic course My mother agreed to 
it if I also completed my work for a commercial 
course—typing shorthand, bookkeeping—which I 
did Which meant I was taking six courses 
during two years of my high school years It 
did cut into some of my time for extra 
activities My sister and I were always good m 
sports She and I won the doubles tennis 
championship She was especially good in 
sports 

Was your mother sort of the decision maker for 
you and the family 9 More than your father 9 You 


referred to her a number of times 
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We were very close to our mother She was 
rather an indulgent mother We did want to 
please her I certainly did Because I was 
good m school, she expected me to be good in 
school So I had to live up to that She asked 
me to help my sister, which I thought was 
somewhat unfair because I thought my sister 
could do it if she wanted to 
What I meant is that m talking about the 
classes you were taking, you talked about your 
mother I just wondered if she was the hands-on 
person on decisions 

Only on that decision It was an important 
decision The school invited the parents and 
reviewed the importance of the decisions in 
terms of going to college later on But her 
great concern was that we should be able to earn 
a living I do think in those early days one 
reason why mother liked living m Michigan was 
because I don't think living with my father was 
all that easy He was rather a self-centered 
man He was good about fulfilling his family 
responsibilities, to her and to us 

But I think she had a feeling that it was 


very important for young women to be able to 
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earn their own living And that was her 
concern I understood that And she was quite 
right, of course Without shorthand and typing 
I could never have gotten through college 
What was your game plan to go to college 9 Money 
was not m high supply What did you do first 9 
There was no money I just had faith that 
something would happen when the time came 
[Laughter] I didn't know about this depression 
Nobody knew whether it was going to last forever 
or whether it was going to end My sister and I 
did baby-sitting We earned money for the 
little luxuries we needed in school We had to 
have a certain kind of moccasin which was 
expensive My sister had to make money for the 
dances of her sorority because they invited 
fellows from the fraternities The 
fraternities, in turn, invited girls from the 
sororities 

Let's get you to graduation You graduated from 
high school What did you do next 9 
What I did in high school was I took all of the 
courses that were necessary to get into the best 
schools I thought big I was considering 
Vassar [College], Wellesley [College], and all 
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the rest What happened was that the people m 
my club that I was closest to ended up at the 
University of Michigan I didn't have the money 
and there was none coming It was the same 
situation with two of my friends, even though 
they had better expectations than I because 
their parents had at one time a lot of money 
But they were all frozen assets at that time 

My father, through his work of building a 
playroom for a vice president of a company, was 
able to get me a stenographic 30 b I earned 
money and saved it I had also taken on a 30 b 
that I had gotten m high school at Sears 
Roebuck [and Co ] And I continued that on 
Saturday I got a discount, and I used to buy 
things there on discount But that money was 
really my spending money Almost all of the 
money I was earning in the company I put in a 
bank account My parents still continued to 
give me free board and free room 
Did you work full time before you went to 
Cleveland College^ 

No I was working while I was there 
You were going to 3 unior college, m other 


words 
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No It was not a junior college They didn't 
have such things It was a regular college 
It was a four-year college 9 
It was associated with Western Reserve 
University It was Cleveland College, Western 
Reserve Cleveland College was the evening 
division of Western Reserve 

So you were going to school at night and working 
m the daytime 

I went to school with my two friends 
What were you taking there”? 

We took freshman composition We had an 
excellent professor And we took a course in 
psychology, which turned out to be a lot of fun 
Did that have an effect on your future life 9 
What you took there 9 I think you said you were 
already a good writer but this was even honing 
you more The composition class 9 
Composition class did I was a stenographer to 
the advertising manager in a company Of 
course, he was writing copy I began to 
understand some of the principles of copy and 
advertising He had a room that was separate 
He had a lot of catalogues for his Torrid Heat 
oil burner he was advertising I used to go out 
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there I assembled the catalogues We did a 
lot of talking He encouraged me to go to 
college He talked to me about advertising I 
got a little bit of information on it 

We were going to do a house organ He was 
going to let me write it, but I left to go to an 
advertising agency in Chicago That job did not 
work out, but he was instrumental in helping me 
to get it I had the money, so I went on to the 
University of Michigan That was always m the 
background 

You had saved enough to enter Michigan”? 

Yes I had about $450 I bought a wardrobe 
Out-of-state tuition was only $60 a semester at 
that time While I lived m the dorm, I did 
some work there to help my expenses 
You studied sociology and economics there Were 
those your major interests'? 

The major interest was psychology One of my 
friends, James Miller, Dr James Miller now, was 
majoring m it At that time I took whatever 
was interesting to me It was a five-hour 
behavioral psychology course Laboratory work 
was stressed We went through the classical 
experiments It was a good, basic grounding 
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Jimmy told me there was none better He later 
went on to Harvard [University] and got his 
Ph D [doctor of philosophy] in psychology and 
an M D [medical doctor] m medicine 
You went to Michigan from '35 to '37 And you 
got married somewhere m here 

Michigan was a very interesting time and I liked 
it It was a big university It had different 
groups in it Like a city, one group really 
didn't know what the other group was doing 
Because of my sister and our spending summers in 
Michigan and summers at resorts along Lake Erie, 
I did like dancing So I pledged a sorority I 
was a long-time pledge because I really couldn't 
afford to be initiated until my last year there 
In the last year I lived m the sorority house 
That was one kind of experience 

In the beginning, to earn money for my 
board and keep, I also worked in a tea room and 
earned my meals This was after that half-year 
of '37 when I went back m the fall I also got 
a job to earn money I was a secretary in the 
federal youth program I worked for Professor 
Barbara Bartlett in public health In the 
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summertime, my friend and I got a job at the 
university hospital in the clerical department 
That earned my money for my room and for tuition 
for the following year I worked in bookstores 
for my books and did odds and ends 

My last year I got a deal where I worked 
for my meals in the sorority I got good 
grades, and since the grade-level average of the 
sorority was very low, I got a scholarship, as 
it were, to live there They arranged for me to 
do some work for my meals I was also the 
secretary to the head of the Department of 
Pharmacology m the medical school That earned 
me money As a matter of fact, I became the 
banker m my house I didn't have time to spend 
money during the day between going to work and 
going to class They did So they borrowed 
money from me 

How did you meet your husband 7 

I met him in the Thirty-two Club He had gone 
to the same high school, but I did not know him 
at that time He was ahead of me He was at 
Case School of Applied Science 
Which is m Cleveland, right 7 
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Yes It is now part of Western Reserve One of 
his English teachers at Lakewood had introduced 
him to people in the Thirty-two Club, and he 
became a member So I met him that way There 
was a group of us and we have more or less 
stayed in touch for all these years 
His name is Everett Ware Myers 

Yes He didn't like the name Everett So it is 
now E Ware 

And you were married in February of 1937 
Right 

Did this mean a move from the University of 
Michigan ' 7 

Yes That is why I ended up at the University 
of Chicago I really did not expect to go back 
to college, but Ware had a 30 b that took him out 
of town to small towns Nothing interesting 
Now and then he went to St Louis, and I would 
visit him there 
Was he based in Chicago ' 7 

Yes I had an apartment on the south side of 
Chicago I got lonesome There was nothing 
really to do When football season came and the 
leaves turned, I got homesick for college I 
happened to have an apartment close to the 
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University of Chicago So I went down and 
registered and became a student there I 
enrolled in the School of Social Service 
Administration I had heard about it from 
someone I met at a dinner party I learned that 
if I got a degree there, I could get a 30 b with 
the Chicago Relief Administration for ninety 
dollars a month, which was a good salary in 
those days 

It sounds like it may have been two things 
One, it was a good salary, but also this was the 
kind of thing you were interested xn? 

I was interested m social problems, I would 
say It certainly was a better career than 
being a secretary or m my opinion being a 
teacher I objected to teaching because it 
seemed to me teachers were confined to children 
I wanted the excitement of the adult world The 
advertising world 

You finished your bachelor's degree m 1938 At 
that time, you took a position with the Chicago 
Relief Administration 9 

Yes Chicago had this accelerated plan where 
you could get course credit without going to 


classes 
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You mean by working^ 

I took the divisional exams without taking the 
classes for them and got full-course credit I 
did now and then drop in and sit in, especially 
for the economics course, Henry Simons' course 
Simons, who founded the Committee for Economic 
Development, was the professor Sometimes I 
listened to him Sometimes I listened to the 
political science professor They were very 
good professors But I was not formally 
enrolled I passed the three courses I got 
three-course credit The university was on the 
quarterly system 
When you entered, you did this^ 

I took them in the midyear 

In other words, you came in with your credits 
from the University of Michigan Then you 
enrolled and started taking classes and then 
took these exams, which gave you some additional 
credit 

It gave me an extra quarter's credit And that 
quarter's credit, plus the credit I had gotten 
from Cleveland College, enabled me, technically, 
to finish my work m about three and a half 
years instead of four years I didn't have to 
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pay for those course credits, and that was the 
last year that the university permitted that 
You can still take courses without going to 
classes, but you now have to pay 
That's right Chicago always did have a more 
experimental system 

The president was Robert [M ] Hutchins The boy 
genius It was one of his innovations 
Maybe this is a good time I wanted to ask 
about the influence of your parents and sister 
on your interest in economics and politics I 
believe you had commented to me that studying 
economics was of high interest to you 
Yes It was I think I have a lot of curiosity 
that has never really left me I like to know 
how things work and why they work My father 
was a Socialist up until the time [Governor 
Franklin D ] Roosevelt ran Then he thought 
that the depression was so critical that he had 
to make sure [Herbert C ] Hoover was defeated 
Had he been a pretty far-left Socialist 7 
No He was a Eugene [V ] Debs-Norman Thomas 
Socialist Some of the old Swedish trade union 


people were that way 
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Did he register as a Democrat to vote for 
Roosevelt 0 

I don't know if you really had to change 
registration in those days I think the 
decision was made at the polling booth 
Only m the primary would it matter 
I don't know what the Ohio rules were My 
father was a Socialist out of his conviction 
that the trade union movement was very important 
if workers were to get a decent living I had 
to agree with him because the only workers that 
really were living well were those who were 
organized And about the only ones who were 
organized at that time were in the trade unions 
A good many of them had Scandinavian 
backgrounds They were highly skilled workers 
As I say, they were able to become 
entrepreneurs Successful entrepreneurs Some 
of my friends of the family had machine shops 
My uncle was especially successful as a builder 
He built factories as well as homes 
He was your father's brother 0 

Yes My father built expensive homes It was 
one home at a time That was his ambition We 


were able to live in a suburb 


It was a bit 
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rough going in the depression because he wasn't 
building houses then But it was rough going 
for all of my other friends, too But we had 
been able to live like middle-class, suburban 
people 

My parents read two papers a day The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer in the morning, the 
Cleveland News at night My father read The 
Saturday Evening Post , and my mother subscribed 
to Delineator and the Ladies' Home Journal They 
never missed voting m an election 
What did you want to find out in taking an 
economics class 9 

Living m a Republican suburb as I did and 
getting good grades m civics, I had a sort of 
Republican civics attitude towards government 
and such My father, of course, felt that 
government was used mostly to keep workers in 
their place The trade union movement always 
had a difficult time organizing around World War 
I There was quite a history of violence m the 
trade union movement m Chicago My father and 
I had table arguments about the role of 
government 
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The big question that troubled me was 
listening to people, especially Republicans, 
calling all the people on welfare "reliefers”— 
people were lazy—they didn't want to go out and 
get a 30 b This was so contrary to the 
experience of so many of the people I knew, who 
had made good, honest livings Their 
personalities hadn't changed Their skills 
hadn't changed They were still wanting to work 
and willing to work, and to be categorized as 
lazy people bothered me 

I was wondering what was the economics 9 
What justified this kind of prolonged 
inactivity 9 The fact that my father had to live 
off of his income during these years really 
meant that later on, when he grew older, he 
didn't have the body of savings that he would 
have normally had This was true of a great 
many people whose prime earning years came at 
the depression time 

My father, of course, was convinced that 
the system was at fault I was concerned enough 
to try to find out m what way the classical 
economics that [President] Herbert Hoover was 
expounding accounted for the situation I 
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remember listening to Hoover on the radio when 
he said grass would grow m the streets if the 
country did not follow his program 

So I really wanted to know more about 
economics I turned out to be a good student in 
economics, although everyone had warned me that 
it was a difficult subject I enjoyed it, got 
straight "A*^, and was one of the best students 
in the class As I said, I was very curious to 
know how economics worked 

There were mostly boys at the University of 
Michigan Boys did outnumber girls six to one 
University education was really not that common 
for young women in those days I remember in my 
economics class there was a well-fed, well- 
heeled young man sitting next to me He wore an 
expensive camel's hair coat He obviously 
didn't have to work the way I did I usually 
rushed in to class about a few minutes late 
because I was working with my doctor in the 
building next door This boy was smart, too 
He got "A"s on his exams, but so did I I did 
not envy him I simply felt good that, despite 
my handicaps, I was able to keep up with him 
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I believe you said you got a smattering of [John 
Maynard Keynes] Keynesian economics while you 
were there 

Yes Our textbook was Sumner Slichter's Modern 
Economic Society , a book based on classical 
economics It was not contaminated by any 
Keynesian heresies The teaching assistants and 
also the lecturer we had, however, were becoming 
enamored with Keynesian economics, so we 
students benefited by their Keynesian asides 
So what I got was a very good explanation and 
justification for the Roosevelt-type programs, 
particularly the agricultural adjustment program 
[Agricultural Adjustment Administration] I 
still understand the rationale for that, 
although most people have forgotten it At any 
rate, I had the best of two economic worlds at 
Michigan 

What was your mother's politics'? 

She reflected my father's feelings in a somewhat 
different way Her uncle had been a Socialist 
in Chicago She had gone to stay with him when 
she came to this country He was a nice, 
amiable fellow My mother had enormous good 
sense Sometimes I think if you don't have too 
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much education, you aren't blocked from seeing 
the realities of the world around you So, 
naturally, she was a Democrat 

Our tenants, for example, had difficult 
problems One was not able to pay the rent, it 
was a great humiliation to them Their children 
went to high school with us My parents 
understood that The tenants eventually moved 
I guess they made some other accommodation But 
my mother was aware of the serious economic 
problems of the times and how these affected the 
lives of people My mother was a very warm a 
very natural person Great presence I never 
felt that either my sister or I were her match 
m social grace 

So she was a role model for you m another way 
She sounds like a wonderful woman Then you 
went to work for the Chicago Relief 
Administration for about a year*? 

No I didn't last that long I went to work in 
the fall or late summer I was m a black area 
That was a totally different experience from 
anything I had ever had I would walk around 
the area visiting my caseload and not see 
another white person I wasn't afraid, but it 
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was strange I was on 34th Street on the South 
Side My colleagues were black, Jewish, and a 
scattering of women All of the people who had 
a difficult time making a living flocked into 
the social work field because there were new 
openings, and we had college education and we 
thus qualified for the work 

I met college-educated blacks I became 
aware of what discrimination meant for them 
They really were blocked up in the South Side 
One girl I became fond of and close to We were 
going to go downtown once I wanted to take her 
someplace to have supper I didn't dare invite 
her because I didn't know of a single place that 
would accept her I didn't see any blacks m 
restaurants in downtown Chicago When they took 
me to eat at black restaurants within the black 
community—and there were some nice ones—I 
began to see what discrimination meant for them 
I acquired great respect for blacks 
Partly because of my going to the dances at the 
lakes, in my early childhood I had acquired a 
taste for jazz And the best jazz, of course, 
is black In high school I began collecting 
Duke Ellington I stayed up late, tiptoeing 
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downstairs to tune m Duke Ellington late at 
night from the road shows My father went to 
bed at nine o'clock—he had to get up early—so 
we had to go to bed a little bit early, too 
But as a result of my work experiences I came to 
feel that music was something that had enabled 
the blacks to endure the kind of pain they 
encountered 

I met some black older women They were 
involved in the church For them, the music m 
the church was a physical thing, not just 
singing but a whooping it up It was a great 
emotional outlet for them It brought them 
together 

Many of the blacks wouldn't have survived 
if they had not had help from other blacks the 
procedures of the welfare administration were 
tedious You had to wait two and three weeks to 
get a check If you were hungry, you would have 
died without outside help Their neighbors 
helped them because they knew they could be in 
the same situation some day So I admired this 
self-help among them and the ability to survive 
DOUGLASS Why did you terminate your position at the 
relief administration 9 
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There was a very serious flu epidemic in Chicago 
that year We worked in a very bad building m 
this depressed area There were no good 
buildings We were also crowded, sitting close 
side by side I got the flu from a colleague 
Somehow it went down into my lungs There was a 
pain on this [left] side I left work once, but 
the doctor thought it was just flu and had me go 
home I stayed in bed The pain got worse In 
the middle of the night at about eleven o'clock, 
I realized I was sick My husband was away I 
tried to get out of my apartment I fell down 
at the door I had a chain lock on it I was 
able to pull myself up, and I did unlock and got 
out and knocked on the door of my neighbor This 
was a big apartment building I didn't know 
them By the time they opened the door I had 
fainted on the floor 

So they took me over to the university 
hospital nearby They found out that I had 
pericarditis, which is an infection around the 
heart A lot of liquid had collected in the 
heart sac, and that was what forced my blood 
pressure down and caused the fainting I was in 
bed and couldn't move Later on they wouldn't 
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let me feed myself Complete bed rest Dr 
[George F ] Dick, who was a famous doctor there, 
decided the body should reabsorb the liquid I 
was prohibited from doing anything so there 
would be no strain, so there wouldn't be scar 
tissue to damage my heart I was in the 
hospital six weeks 
[End Tape 1, Side A] 
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MYERS When I went home I had to resume activity 

gradually because my heart was weakened In the 
summer, though, my husband got a trip to St 
Louis, and I decided to go with him He stayed 
at the Chase Hotel, a very nice hotel That 
summer was very hot in St Louis I think it 
was over 100 degrees I was outside shopping, 
and then I came back into the hotel room There 
was air conditioning in the hotel It was quite 
cold, and I did get chilled On the way back to 
Chicago I began feeling some pains When I got 
back home, there was that familiar pain of 
breathing, which really signaled the return of 
this infection It went to the pleura first and 
then ended up in the heart 

So in July I was back m the hospital and 
very discouraged because I thought I was not 
going to get over this illness I was 
depressed The doctors were somewhat puzzled by 
this infection They suggested that I go back 
to Cleveland and stay in bed for about a couple 
of months to rest and recuperate It didn't 
really work out that way I ran a low-grade 
fever there and was nervous I was thinking I 
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wasn't going to recover, and, at best, if I 
recovered, I would be a heart patient with 
restricted activity So my morale was pretty 
well shot The weather turned gray and 
overcast That further depressed me My mother 
and I went back to Chicago 

After the first attack we had talked about 
my going to Arizona I had a friend in the 
school of social service who had come from 
Tucson She had had arthritis She recommended 
her doctor in Tucson to me and told me what 
Tucson was like, so Tucson was in the back of my 
mind On the trip back to Chicago I was pretty 
blue My mother said, "Well, you are going to 
go to Tucson and meet some young people You 
will meet young men " I said, "Mother 1 " X was 
married [Laughter] She was doing what she 
could to cheer me up I was more prudish than 
she 

When I reached the hospital, the doctors 
themselves urged me to go to a warm, dry 
climate That seemed the thing for me to do 
Was this around the end of '38 or '39 that you 
went to Tucson 0 
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It would have been m '39 
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So you did make that move 

I went to Tucson I stayed m the YWCA [Young 
Women's Christian Association] Unfortunately, 
I got the third attack there Then I was truly 
depressed At that time I changed doctors I 
did get the doctor that my friend had 
recommended to me He was a gung ho doctor, 
very confident of himself, very confident that 
he could do anything He was a good doctor for 
me to have because what he said was, "No 
problem " He took some cultures of my throat 
and decided that I had a low-grade strep 
infection m the throat He gave me a vaccine 
that he made for me I was allergic to my own 
virus The vaccine was to build up resistance 
He also gave me liver shots, which are full of 
vitamin B, incidentally 

Was he the person who turned this around for 
you 9 

I kept going to him until I was ready to go 
home He gave me this vaccine He told me to 
go to a doctor and keep taking it I did We 
were up in northern Wisconsin at that time and 
then my husband was transferred to Rockford, 


Illinois 
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Was your husband now in the navy 7 
No He was in the Wage and Hour Division He 
had transferred to that It paid better It 
was one of the new Roosevelt programs It paid 
like $2,600 a year, which was a good salary m 
those days As my doctor had explained to him 
m Chicago, with my illness, it was important 
that he get a job with good money In Rockford 
I had a lovely little apartment that I was 
fixing up, so I didn't get back to Tucson m 
time 

I got a cold at Christmastime I got my 
feet wet, and bang, I got this infection again 
This time there were the pains in the pleura, 
but there was no liquid around the heart I had 
a very high sed [sediment] rate and a very high 
temperature The doctor took me to the hospital 
and they gave me sulfanilamide around the clock 
and that brought it down I did have to stay 
home for bed rest, they were still sold on that 
It was not until March that I got out to Tucson 

Then I told my husband that I was not going 
back to the north He requested a transfer and 
was sent to Texas I went to Texas, first to 
Houston, which was impossible, then to San 
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Antonio My husband had a lot of travel to do, 
so some of that travel I did with him I did 
seem vulnerable to any kind of infection or bug 
I picked up an amoeba infection from eating 
lettuce in west Texas So I was not strong 
Since my husband was going to spend much of his 
time m El Paso, I decided to go back to Tucson 
I loved Tucson With a young friend there, I 
rented a house In the meantime, my husband had 
applied for a commission in the navy, and he was 
commissioned that spring So Tucson became my 
permanent home for the "duration " 

When you were at Tucson, you worked for the 
chamber of commerce briefly, didn't you 7 
I worked for the chamber after I had gotten 
well Four hours a day I was doing work with 
tourists, and many of them wanted to go to a 
guest ranch So my friend and I went and 
visited guest ranches so we could have first¬ 
hand knowledge We had a lot of fun that way 
Eventually, you ended up in San Diego Was that 
because your husband was stationed there 7 
He was stationed there Also, after working a 
short time with the chamber of commerce, I did 
move to the [American] Red Cross, where my pay 
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was substantially better I was back in social 
work I was working with Home Service I worked 
over a year with them I did visit my husband 
during the summer when he was m Idaho When he 
was transferred to San Diego, I went over and 
joined him We stayed at the Hotel del 
Coronado, which was BOQ [bachelor officers' 
quarters] for him I had to pay my way own way, 
and since this was a luxury hotel, I went back 
to work with the San Diego Red Cross I was not 
too well in San Diego That damp climate was 
not good for me 

Was he discharged in San Diego"* 

Yes He knew he was going to be discharged, so 
he came up to Los Angeles to look for 
employment We didn't want to go back to Texas, 
and we couldn't go back to Illinois Ware was 
successful in getting a job with the VA 
[Veterans Administration], which was then a 
booming organization 
This is about '46** 

The beginning of '46 I was pregnant too The 
GI [Government Issue] education bill was a big 
thing together with other GI programs, so the VA 



38 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


expanded greatly, using mostly World War II 
veterans 

That brought you to Los Angeles 

Yes I was on the west side in the Wilshire 

area when my son was born We lived in a nice 

apartment but I couldn't stay there We 

ultimately ended up in La Puente 

You couldn't stay there partly because of the 

climate 

I didn't like the climate, but also the 
apartment was given to me on a temporary basis 
The landlady wanted to get a lot more rent She 
was going to rent it out to individuals and thus 
beat rent control 
How did you choose La Puente 9 

Actually, someone in the VA had a relative there 
who had a place for us to rent We would take 
anything at that time 
Right Housing was tight 

After I had to leave this apartment, we stayed 
in La Habra in the private home of one of my 
husband's colleagues at [Camp] Farragut, Idaho 
He had worked m the selection department He 
was a navy officer, too We stayed a few months 
with him until we finally got the house 
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So you are now m La Puente This is around 
1947, I guess 9 

Yes The '46 election had taken place I was 
still over in the west side at that time 
What I want to do is talk about your political 
activities and your early interest I believe 
you said that the first family experience was 
when your husband had worked for Paul [H ] 
Douglas' campaign as an alderman in Chicago 
That is your first knowledge of a brush with 
active politics 

Yes He did precinct work While Paul Douglas 
got the backing of the [Edward J ] Kelly-[ ] 

Nash machine, he wanted to run an independent 
campaign Most of his volunteers came from the 
University of Chicago I was ill at the time 
It must have been at the beginning of this 
illness So Ware did the precinct work and met 
a precinct captain from the Kelly-Nash machine 
They compared notes Also, we went around to a 
few precinct meetings 

I had a young friend who had graduated from 
the law school and was sort of at loose ends 


He thought that politics might be the way to go 
for a young lawyer He was trying it out He 
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gave some speeches We went to these 
neighborhood meetings with him and met some of 
the people from the Kelly-Nash machine 
Did you enjoy that experience 9 

I was curious I didn't really relate too much 
to it I was very much for Paul Douglas He 
had been my professor I had him for a course 
in labor problems 
What was he like as a teacher 9 
Dramatic Excellent At Chicago you didn't 
always have to go to classes, but we always did 
When he gave some of his famous lectures, there 
would be standing room only It was a big 
classroom He was one of Hutchins' $10,000-a- 
year professors They had to be good 

One of the Hutchins' way of paying for this 
was to have students in large classrooms That 
was OK because Douglas gave very good lectures 
and, yet, there was a certain amount of asking 
questions back and forth, too So we did 
interact with him His lectures were very 
dramatic He gave one on unions He would give 
the pro side, and when he wanted to give the 
anti side, he walked to the other side of the 
room They were good for both sides I think 
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he made a great impression on many students 
Certainly on me 

When you got to La Puente, what did you do with 
your spare time, if you had any 0 
I had lots of spare time X was stuck in the 
country with a six-months-old infant Of 
course, he demanded a lot of time But I was so 
isolated What friends I had from west Los 
Angeles visited me once That was the last I 
saw of them It was difficult for me to visit 
them We only had one car at that time, so if I 
wanted the car, I had to drive my husband to 
meet this friend of his from Whittier, who would 
then drive him to Los Angeles Then I would 
have to meet him and bring him home at night 

I did that, of course I had to have the 
car some days to do shopping I did the laundry 
at a laundromat in Whittier I was bored and 
lonely I did a lot of reading I had had such 
an active life m Tucson—working for the Red 
Cross and doing volunteer work for soldier 
recreation with the YWCA—that this isolation m 
the country was a tremendous letdown There 
were no people my own age I missed the 
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companionship, let alone stimulating 
companionship 

I therefore was casting about for something 
to do Coming home from a trip to Los Angeles, 
where I went m to shop now and then, I noticed 
a co-op store m Alhambra I stopped there and 
introduced myself and said that I had belonged 
to the co-op in Hyde Park, near the University 
of Chicago, of which Paul Douglas had been a 
director So then I became a member of the 
Alhambra co-op 

I learned that Mrs Ruth Wheeler, a member 
of the co-op, was also a member of the 
Democratic County Central Committee I made a 
point of getting acquainted with her, and I also 
went down to the state headquarters, which I had 
read about from [ ] Les Claypool m the Los 

Angeles paper It was owned by Manchester 
Boddy 

The Daily News 
The Daily News 

Was he the political editor 7 

Les Claypool was the political editor, and he 
wrote about club meetings and a luncheon group 
that met at the Hotel Roslyn I wanted to get 
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involved with some Democratic organization, so I 
went to the state headquarters in Los Angeles 
Bernice Richards was the person I talked to 
She was a Young Democrat, the wife of Richard 
Richards 

She referred me to the Altadena/Pasadena 
Young Democrats and the [Glen and Kay] Wilsons 
I got in touch with them, and they invited me to 
their club meetings That was a very compatible 
group Glen Wilson was a veteran He had been 
in the army and had been in the Battle of the 
Bulge His wife, Kay, was also active m 
politics She had gone to Northwestern 
University m Evanston I met other Young 
Democrats with that kind of background 

The Young Democrats then were mostly 
returned veterans Like me, they were 
footloose Many were new to California, so they 
had not been involved in past activities here 
I think we were all idealistic We didn't want 
anything like the war to happen again or the 
causes for war to develop again I think we 
were all confident that we had learned from the 
experience of the depression and the war and 
that we would be able to change the world 
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This must have been an interesting situation 
because you had the existing Democratic party 
people who were undoubtedly older As you say, 
there was an infusion of quite a few people who 
hadn't always lived in the area What did this 
do to the psychology and politics within the 
party 7 

The Young Democrats were m Pasadena I lived 
in La Puente, which was m the old Twelfth 
Congressional District Mrs Wheeler had 
invited me to a Twelfth District meeting This 
meeting, as it turned out, was a breakaway 
meeting People were quitting the county 
committee and quitting the Democratic party 
Some were quitting to become a member of 
Democrats-for-[Richard M ] Nixon His 
organization had been very busy m the area 
preparing for the primary election, which he 
wanted to win so that he could later run as an 
up-and-coming Republican m the senatorial race 
m 1950 

The Democrats had been demoralized by Jerry 
Voorhis' defeat in 1946 They hadn't met, 
hadn't done anything Many of the other 
Democrats who came to the meeting were leaving 



45 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 

DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


to ]oin Henry [A ] Wallace's party This was 
true of Edwin Jobe, who was chairman of the 
group We met in his house in Covina 
He was chairman of what 7 
Of that meeting 
A council meeting 7 

I guess it was a council meeting Mr Jobe was 
going to leave for Henry Wallace's new party 
He was a very nice, liberal, old gentleman He 
had this big old country house, a fine old 
country house, in the midst of an orange grove 
in Covina Covina was all orange groves then 
At this meeting, since these people were 
resigning—he was resigning too—the council 
members were trying to fill the positions for 
the county committee so that the appointees 
could run as incumbents 

The only available people to fill the 
vacancies were new people People like myself 
Kathleen Van Wyck was there and she was somewhat 
new When they asked for volunteers to become a 
member of the county committee, after a polite 
interval, a decent interval, I offered myself 
Since no one could think of any reason why I 
shouldn't be on the county committee, I was 



46 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


accepted as a candidate My name was offered at 
the next county committee meeting So I was 
able to run as an incumbent in the primary, as 
did Kathleen Van Wyck 

In other words, you were appointed Then you 
had the advantage of being an incumbent when you 
came up for election 

Yes There was old Harry Tuller He was an 
old-timer What some of us would call a party 
hack There was another lady from Whittier 
She continued on the committee and there was 
Judge Daly Stafford from Covina 
Tell me the background of Kathleen Van Wyck 
She was an artist and was from Texas I guess 
that was why she was a Democrat I think she 
was a friend of Daly Stafford I think she also 
knew Mr Jobe That is maybe why she was there 
She thought politics would be interesting 
Was she more of your age or was she older^ 

She was an older woman She had a son and 
daughter who were closer to my age But she was 
a very youthful person She liked young people 
She came out to Pomona College for art lessons 
It was m the heyday of Pomona College art 
Millard Sheets was still here 
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He was from Scripps College 

She met a lot of young people there 

Was Ruth Wheeler at this meeting too'? 

Yes She was from the Forty-second [Assembly 
District] She continued to run 
Suddenly you are on the Los Angeles County 
Central Committee 

Yes, suddenly I was an official of the 

Democratic party 

That must have been exciting 

Well, it was a revelation on how one could get 
to the top pretty fast m California politics 
Let me ask you a question I have heard that 
you in this period, along with [Patricia] Pat 
Kimball, put out a little newspaper Is that 
right*? 

Yes It was called the Local Democrat I have 
copies of it 

Can you place a date when you started doing 
that”? 

Not exactly It was after the '48 election when 
[Stephen I ] Steve [Zetterberg] lost the 
congressional primary We also had an assembly 
candidate whose name was George Roth George 
was a quixotic personality He always had 
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little deals he was working out He figured out 
that no one was going to win the primary and 
that he had a chance 
What race was this* 5 

This was for the Fiftieth Assembly District in 
1948 So then, the night the Fiftieth Assembly 
District was making its endorsements—and we 
were prepared to endorse him, although I thought 
he was a bit strange but we had nobody else—he 
brought his wife, Irma, to the meeting As I 
said, I was young Irma was not that old, but 
she had five children She was a stocky, well- 
built woman She was wearing a house dress 
[Laughter] George presented her as our 
candidate And we absolutely had no choice 
She was going to run 

I thought he was going to run, wasn't he^ 

He was going to run, but he introduced his wife 
because she was going to run Naturally, she 
wouldn't win, but she would familiarize the 
district with the Roth name Then he was going 
to run as an independent candidate in the 
general [election] He thought he might defeat 
[Thomas M ] Erwin that way We didn't vote on 
her that night I was appalled 



49 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


I did talk to Kathleen about it She did 
talk to her son, who knew this young man who was 
sort of interested in politics, but he had a 
very good job and a wife and two kids His wife 
didn't go for it at all He would have been a 
splendid candidate But, in the end, it was 
"no " He would need time, and if he was going 
to run, he was going to build himself as a 
candidate 

So we were really stuck with Irma He 
[George Roth] and his five children lived m an 
old streetcar down m the Whittier Narrows Dam 
area Actually, Irma, when I got to know her 
better, is a very fine woman George has 
continued to be a little bit off center, never 
within the mainstream Many years later, Irma 
became president of the Women's Democratic Club 
in the Pasadena area She acquitted herself 
well She was a serious woman 
What happened in that election^ 

She ran and lost So did Steve He ran and 
lost, too, but not by so much I vowed then 
that my job was going to be to try and find a 
candidate for the Fiftieth Assembly District so 
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we would not be put in the position of having to 
accept anyone who was offered to us 
Staying m 1948, why don't we discuss the 
Zetterberg campaign for congress in the Twelfth 
District 

As I said, the council met In addition to 
getting people to run for the county committee, 
the council was supposed to come up with 
candidates to run for the assembly and the 
Congress 

Can I stop for just a moment and see if you can 
explain what a district council would be 
composed of 7 The district means the 
congressional district, doesn't it 7 That's the 
base 
Yes 

What would be the elements that compose the 
people who serve on that council 7 
At that time, I do not know whether it had a 
constitution or anything like that I think it 
was an informal way to bring Democrats together 
to take common action on Democratic matters 
One responsibility, of course was to get 
candidates This was a new experience for 
members of the council so far as congress was 
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concerned, because they had had [Congressman H 
Jeremiah] Jerry Voorhis They had been simply a 
support group for him There had been 
candidates who ran for the Fiftieth Assembly 
District They routinely got defeated Judge 
Daly Stafford was one of them, I know 
So the people who would come to the district 
council meeting would be 7 
Members of the country central committee 
Members of the state central committee and any 
representatives of clubs, if there were any 
clubs 

And you were apt to get people who had run or 
were candidates 7 

These were, m a sense, official Democrats The 
council didn't have any official tie-in to the 
party 

So they were sort of a loosely-knit group I 
interrupted you You met to work on the 
selection of a candidate for congress 
Yes It was a rather sad meeting because, from 
my point of view, there were no young people at 
it None of the people like those I was meeting 
in the Pasadena/Altadena Young Democrats group 
The only young person there was Steve 
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Zetterberg He, too, was a veteran He had 
been m the coast guard Someone who was m 
between in age was John Vieg He had the 
prestige of being a professor at Pomona College 

There was also Alan Carter—he was an older 
man—and his wife, Ruth He had a law firm, and 
Steve was a member of that law firm Alan was a 
very solid citizen I had a lot of respect for 
him Clifford and Daisy Vincent from Whittier 
were also very solid people Mr Vincent was an 
attorney and Mrs Vincent had been a 
schoolteacher She had been one of Nixon's 
schoolteachers, as a matter of fact Solid 
citizens in Whittier There was no organization 
there as such The Vincents represented 
themselves and whatever friends and colleagues 
they had 

In terms of what I had assumed existed in 
the Democratic party from my Chicago experience, 
I found that it didn't exist here at all 
Politics was more like a religious feeling in 
California The spirit moved you, and you went 
out and worked This was pretty much what the 
EPIC [End Poverty in California] campaign had 
been Those people really had a sort of 
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revivalist feeling They met almost as a 
revivalist group They felt they were m a 
crusade They met at places and they }ust took 
off over the fields with their handbills 
Theirs was an impromptu organization, but it was 
not a formal organization at all It didn't 
last, of course 

Incidentally, was Jerry Voorhis at this meeting 9 
No I don't think he was in the area 
He had moved to Chicago and had gotten into the 
cooperative movement 

He had been looked upon almost as a son by these 
people They were so discouraged, as I said, 
that they went home and did nothing Some of 
them were weaned by the Republicans and others 
went off with Henry Wallace The party was 
really in disarray when I arrived 
So perhaps some of the more conservative 
Democrats would have moved over to be Democrats- 
for-Nixon I think you said there were really 
some pretty good names m that group 
One was James Garrow He had been on the county 
committee He resigned, and I think it was his 
place that I took There were many people in 
the community that had good reputations, like 
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the superintendent of schools in El Monte 
People of that kind The Republicans had a very 
good list 

Why do you think those people made that decision 
to support Nixon 9 

The absence of any Democratic organization at 
all The former activists really were so 
discouraged that they went home and abandoned 
the party, in my opinion 

The party was in chaos, but then they were part 
of what caused the chaos because they opted out 9 
They opted out There was also political chaos 
with the ADA [Americans for Democratic Action] 
forming Henry Wallace's group was forming 
You also had [President Harry S ] Truman at the 
pits of his popularity There was a great 
feeling that the Democratic party had lost 
touch that what had been its program no longer 
fit the times Nixon had campaigned on a need 
for a change I guess maybe that was it Plus, 
there were very impressive community Republican 
people who sought out these Democratic people 
They had a great influence with them 
The Republicans were far more organized 9 
They were organized 
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Do you think the loose-knit nature of the 
Democratic party m California made it 
particularly vulnerable at this time' 7 
It was vulnerable It was always vulnerable m 
a time of disarray, as it were As I said, I 
think it had functioned sort of as a revivalist 
group Franklin Roosevelt had supplied a hero 
Upton Sinclair had supplied one, too 
What I was trying to get you to do perhaps was 
to compare what you knew of middle western 
politics—which was Chicago—and California 
Was the impact at the time more severe here m 
the party because it was less structured to 
begin with 7 

Well, the big difference between here and 
Chicago was that the Chicago Democratic party 
was completely integrated into local politics, 
and the national politics were based on local 
politics That relationship did not exist here 
We had nonpartisan elections, and we had cross- 
filing Cross-filing was deadly in terms of 
party organization I found that out 

One of the lasting things that CDC 
[California Democratic Council] did, to its 
credit—I don't know if anyone has written about 
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it or made a study about it—but we were the 
real cause for the end of cross-filing The 
party pros wanted to put an end to CDC They 
didn't like volunteer organizations But as 
long as there was cross-filing, there was a 
reason for councils, a powerful motive for them 
Let's go back to the '48 election How was it 
that Steve Zetterberg was finally selected 9 
We owe most of it to John Vieg He certainly 
didn't want the district to go by the boards 
He didn't want to see Nixon have it that way I 
think Alan Carter, probably, since he was the 
senior partner, gave his blessing to the 
venture So Steve did finally run I 
personally was very gratified I couldn't see 
anyone else who looked at all like a candidate, 
he did he was young he had a good education 
he had a good military background a nice 
family, and well recommended from Claremont 
This was a pretty awesome task, to take on an 
incumbent 

The only thing that gave me a little hope at 
that last meeting where we finally selected 
Steve was that there was a man named Howard 
Rizer from the CIO PAC [Congress of Industrial 
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Organizations Political Action Committee] who 
sat m He said the CIO would back Steve I 
thought surely the CIO couldn't be as 
disorganized as the Democratic party 1 
[Laughter] On the other hand, I think it was 
What was your role m that campaign 7 We are 
talking about the primary campaign 
A volunteer I wanted Steve to win I was not 
much interested in Mrs Roth I didn't think 
her chances were very good Kathleen liked 
Steve, too Kathleen always liked young people, 
especially young men Through Kathleen we got 
this good organization going m Covina, through 
her son and his friend They organized a lot of 
young people there and they raised money They 
got a mailing out Steve carried Covina I, in 
turn, was doing what I could do m the Rowland 
precincts 

Zeta Remley from Alhambra had made me 
precinct chairman of six Rowland precincts, 
which I thought was an awesome responsibility 
Again, m terms of Chicago, where you had to 
work hard to even become a precinct captain in 
the organization 
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I called upon all of the Democrats along 
Valley Boulevard They were the poor people, 
and they were the Democrats The wealthy 
Republicans lived up in the hills of Whittier 
Heights I did get the precinct lists I 
invited people along Valley Boulevard to come to 
a house meeting for Steve Most of them didn't 
come 

I did reactivate some people from El Monte 
It was simple, what I did I asked, "Who was 
active in the past in El Monte 7 " Surely there 
was someone there I got the name of [ ] Kate 

Thimgan, and Olive Stern had been active in the 
PTA [Parent-Teacher Association] I called upon 
them cold, introduced myself, and said that I 
was working for Steve Zetterberg, who was a fine 
young man I even went to Evelyn Johnson and 
asked her for her endorsement for Steve I 
think I got it Later, she told me that she was 
impressed that I had come and personally called 
upon her and given her this persuasive talk on 
Steve 

DOUGLASS You had to start from scratch, it sounds like 

MYERS Yes Ultimately, we got a Democratic club 

going Maybe we got it going in time for the 
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election, but not in time to make that much of 
an impact in El Monte But Kate Thimgan and 
some of them came to my house meeting m La 
Puente It was Bassett, really, I lived m 
Bassett They met Steve there I think they 
later had a meeting m El Monte for him So we 
did what we could I wrote a sheet, sort of a 
fact sheet on Steve Who is Steve Zetterberg 
and why should he be elected 9 I mailed it to 
all the Democrats in my six precincts It was 
on the basis of that—because I never met all 
the people, those who lived in the hills—that 
Steve carried Rowland precincts Also, on the 
basis of the people who lived down along Valley 
Boulevard whom I did meet and did try to get to 
vote 

So you carried the precincts in which you were 

working 9 

Yes 

John Vieg Did he carry Claremont 9 
Claremont was carried Steve had his own 
friends here Eve Crittenden was his campaign 
manager She was from Pomona College They had 
been classmates, I guess She was not really 
experienced in campaigning, but she was a good 
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friend and did everything she thought could be 
done Steve was lucky to have her 
How did you feel 9 Of course, Nixon won in the 
primary, but did you feel that under the 
circumstances that the party did fairly well 9 
Or were you depressed about this 9 
Well, I was depressed about the defeat It 
showed what a shambles the party was in 
[Laughter] It was clear evidence that we were 
disorganized that a Republican could win m the 
primary Over in Altadena/Pasadena, the Young 
Democrats recruited one of their young club 
members to run, Carl Deisenroth Glen Wilson 
managed his campaign Glen was then in PR 
[public relations] work for Minnesota, Mining, 
and Manufacturing [Co ] He had a good 
executive job The Young Democrats put on a 
real campaign, and they won their primary They 
were out working they had quarter cards up 
they had a mailing that went out 
Were they facing the kind of a campaign the 
Nixon people were able to put on 9 
Diesenroth was running in the assembly district 
rather than the congressional district So the 
campaign was smaller and easier to finance 
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No While there were entrenched 
Republicans in the Pasadena, no one was being 
groomed for higher office Republicans did give 
Nixon special treatment 
[End Tape 1, Side B] 



62 


[Begin Tape 2, Side A] 

MYERS While I was depressed about Steve losing m the 

primary, I was also still very troubled about 
the future of the Democratic party I was 
concerned really about the freedom in this 
country There was ADA on the one hand and 
Henry Wallace on the other I was very hostile 
toward Wallace's bid because I felt he was being 
used by fellow travelers and that he represented 
the fellow-traveling point of view and he was 
splitting the party 

His influence was strongly present in the 
California scene It wouldn't have gotten very 
far in Illinois As I said, the politics there 
were rooted m the city and state governments 
Here politics was a loose thing I had taken 
The New Republic for a long time, and I wrote 
indignant letters to The New Republic 
[Laughter] They were at that time supporting 
Wallace, although m the end they pulled 
themselves away from him Of course, Truman was 
at his lowest ebb at the time of the primary 
[James] Roosevelt was even talking about getting 
[Dwight D ] Eisenhower to run, m place of 


Truman 1 
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James Roosevelt 9 

Yes Everything was chaotic My concern about 
that was very great We had a very critical 
vote after the primary We elected officers m 
the county committee I split with my friends 
in Altadena/Pasadena on the critical vote of 
supporting the [George C ] Marshall Plan That 
was the vote, to me, that separated the real 
Democrats from the people who were influenced by 
the "fellow travelers" who were part of the 
anti-Marshall Plan forces 

Richard Richards voted against it John 
Vieg, of course, was a strong supporter for the 
Marshall Plan I was a strong supporter for it 
We had a roll call vote On the basis of the 
vote I later voted for Rollin McNitt for county 
committee chairman, who was part of the old 
guard Judge Daly Stafford was for him He got 
Kathleen, Harry Tuller and me together for a 
dinner and bought us steak I was a bit 
resentful of that I was going to vote for 
Rollin McNitt anyway I didn't want Judge 
Stafford to think that dinner was influencing my 


vote 
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Why were they against the Marshall Plan 7 These 
people like Richards Why were they opposed to 
it at that time 7 

The mainstream feeling was that if we didn't 
have a Marshall Plan, the Communists would take 
over the Italian government, the French 
government, and Europe would go Communist Not 
just Russia and Eastern Europe The people who 
were opposed to the Marshall Plan were 
influenced by Henry Wallace and felt it was the 
reactionary Americans who were for it, that we 
were going to impose our reactionary thinking 
and reactionary programs on these governments 
I don't know whether I am giving a just 
explanation of their point of view 
Well you are giving your perspective of their 
point of view 

I do think the Democratic administration did not 
want Europe to go Communist, that was certainly 
true, but the Administration also didn't want 
Europe to be in chaos, which is what would have 
happened The countries needed help I think 
my point of view and John Vieg's point of view 
was that we did not want to repeat the mistakes 


of World War I 
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Do you think that this situation gave some 
credence to Nixon's use of the charge of fellow 
traveler and others that he kept using during 
this era at all 9 

Nixon did not talk about fellow travelers He 
was talking about Communists, a different 
matter There were what I called fellow 
travelers in the Democratic party I think that 
most of those whom I called fellow travelers did 
not see themselves in that light at all They 
were political innocents, idealists even But 
Nixon, who had been influenced by Henry Wallace, 
made no distinction He actually accused Mrs 
[Helen Gahagan] Douglas of being Communist And 
others And that was what was so unforgivable 
Mrs Douglas, particularly, was not the Henry 
Wallace type She was an ADA-type Democrat 
She did support the Marshall Plan I thought 
then—and still do—that the charge of lack of 
patriotism is very serious indeed and an 
unworthy argument 

That is most enlightening Why don't we go on 
to the 1950 campaigns There are two we ought 
to talk about One is Steve Zetterberg's run 
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for congress again And the other is a campaign 
you managed for the assembly I believe it was 
for Evelyn Johnson Why don't you take it m 
the order or the interweaving that you think is 
correct to tell that story 

We ended the '48 campaign with a victory Harry 
Truman was elected I was in San Francisco with 
my husband when Truman was there on his whistle- 
stop tour We went and heard his talk there I 
wouldn't say that there was an overwhelming 
crowd, but it was a good crowd and I began to 
feel that things weren't so hopeless Anyway, I 
thought Truman just had to be reelected if we 
could do it Our political activity in our 
district picked up a little steam We even had 
a victory party We had agreed to meet at 
Kathleen Van Wyck's, then we went downtown to 
some kind of a victory party We didn't know it 
was a victory until the next day but we were 
hopeful, and our own morale was better 
Even before you knew the returns'* 

Yes There had been a turn m the Israeli 
situation That made a big difference out here 
because the Jewish leadership was very strong m 
the Democratic party, particularly on the west 


MYERS 



67 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


side There had been a disenchantment with 
Truman on that account As the Israeli problem 
was resolved, morale began to improve And his 
"Give 'em hell" slogan had had an effect I 
think the support for Henry Wallace wilted 
The party split was not as evident by the time 
they voted 9 

No, and his victory ended the split in the 
Democratic party on foreign policy There was 
no longer a problem of fellow travelers after 
that 

This victory pumped you up a little bit 
Yes We all resolved that from this particular 
victory we were going to go ahead and build 
something m the Twelfth District Our morale 
was buoyed up There was this feeling about 
Nixon, a great personal dislike for him because 
of his guilt-by-association politics It is the 
negative politics so common now m the 
Republican party, like the Willie Horton thing 
used by Vice President George Bush It all 
began with Nixon 

It was what Nixon did to Jerry Voorhis and 
then to Helen Douglas Jerry Voorhis, m no 


sense of the word was even close to a fellow 
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traveler The people out here in this district 
were not Any hint of it was wrong As I say, 
Nixon didn't bother just with hints His 
accusations made it sound as if there were real 
Communists that he was fighting So some 
Democrats have never forgiven him and have never 
trusted him I don't today He has never 
gotten off my blacklist Anyway, Steve was 
going to run again 
That was a foregone conclusion 9 
Yes He had earned the right 
And he was willing to do it 9 

Apparently, he was willing to do it It would 
be an open district, which would make it easier 
Because Nixon was running for the United States 
Senate 9 

Yes Morale was still pretty high It was 
because of that, that [Patricia] Tish Kimball 
and I got together and published this paper 
To whom did you circulate that paper 9 
We tried to organize Democrats We tried to 
build a list of Democrats from people's 
knowledge 

It was the whole district 9 
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It was districtwide It was only like 1,200 
mailings 

Where was it done 9 Did you do it m your home 
or her home 9 

No The publisher of the Glendora paper was a 

Democrat So we published it in his office 

Tish and I met over there 

So you were the editor/writer 9 

Yes, with Tish We met and decided what the 

stories would be 

How often did it come out 9 

I don't know whether it was once a month or not 
We were going to try to make it once a month 
Quarterly 9 

More than that I have quite a few copies left 
I would like to see them 

I think the paper was my idea Tish was working 
for the Pomona paper 
The Progress-Bulletin 

The Progress-Bulletin She was a journalist I 
was never really a journalist I didn't know 
how to write headlines, I didn't know how to 
count type to do a headline I was really 
dependent on her Stories I could write and 
did The paper was put together the day that we 
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met My poor husband 1 I was sometimes late in 
picking him up That was regrettable 
What was it 9 A four-page format^ 

Next time I will show it to you The idea was 
to educate the voter on Nixon and educate the 
people on the sterling qualities of Steve and 
our other Democrats and what was going on Good 
news I always felt that newsletters and things 
like that were important for holding people 
together Certainly something had to be done 
We couldn't all go home and then come together a 
few weeks before a primary and get behind a 
candidate, because, literally, we were offering 
that candidate nothing I don't know whether we 
tried to make money, but we certainly tried to 
build a party, as it were 

I was also busy at that same time with the 
California Federation of Young Democrats This 
was an attempt to take control away from the 
Young Democrats of America The Democratic 
party, and the Republican party, too, for that 
matter, in southern California on certain issues 
were both controlled by independent oil In the 
Democratic party it was [Edwin W ] Ed Pauley who 
controlled the Young Democrats organization 
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What you do in order to prevent organization, to 
prevent rivals, is to do nothing You hold no 
meetings That way nobody else can do anything 
either 

Lionel Steinberg in Fresno—his family was 
in the fruit-growing business—was very close to 
Ellie Heller, and he wanted a Young Democrats 
group He wanted to be a figure m the 
Democratic party I think he saw the Young 
Democrats as the way to do it As I said, this 
is where a lot of young people felt they should 
get involved, especially those m the 
Altadena/Pasadena area They were sort of a 

special group There was no group like that 
anyplace else 

What we did was to organize a rival group 
And we did it under the auspices of Ellie 
Heller, who was the national committeewoman of 
California I don't know where her 

husband got his money, maybe in big oil I 
think there was that split The north was the 
big oil site Ellie was a power She was 
appointed to the UC [University of California] 
Board of Regents 
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Anyway, we met We formed Young Democratic 
groups We asked for a charter from the 
Democratic national party We called ourselves 
the California Federation of Young Democrats I 
forget who the first officers were I was the 
treasurer Kay Wilson was the national 
committeewoman Lionel was the national 
committeeman He wanted to travel back and 
forth to Washington, D C Anyway, we elected 
state officers I was a state officer 
Let me back up a moment At this point, the 
Young Democrats were a loose-knit series of 
regional or local organizations, but didn't have 
a national charter 7 
The new Young Democratic clubs 7 
The one you belonged to 7 
Yes We had an official standing 
What you described as going on in middle to 
northern California, what was it 7 
Lionel Steinberg was new to politics The Young 
Democrats of America had no organization, none 
at all, and didn't want any But we were 
organizing Young Democratic groups Then Lionel 
Steinberg called a meeting in Paso Robles, where 
we met to form a statewide organization Then 
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we hoped to get the statewide organization 

chartered by the national committee 

Of the Democratic party 

Yes And have official standing 

OK You were declaring your independence from 

the national Young Democrats 

We were creating a beachhead of liberalism m 
the Young Democratic organization At the same 
time, as I told you, Kay Wilson had run for the 
county committee when I had It was partly 
through her that I had offered myself as a 
candidate, because she said she was going to 
run So we got various of our people elected to 
the county committee We were the "young 
Turks " Our leader was Richard Richards 
[Assemblyman] Glenn M Anderson was part of it 
Glen Wilson Kay Wilson Carl Deisenroth 
[Herbert] Herb Sercombe And Steve Zetterberg 
Steve was not really in the center because 
Claremont was not in the center 

So I was busy in the Twelfth District on 
the county committee level and in the Young 
Democrats of America I did organize an El 
Monte group of Young Democrats I met a couple 
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of fellows and together we browbeat a few young 

people into becoming Young Democrats 

So that is where you were putting your energy 

And I also organized an El Monte Democratic club 

through the county committee, so we would have a 

group there for the next campaign 

Maybe there is a question of whether we should 

now discuss how you became organization chairman 

for the county committee, or do you want to do 

the Johnson campaign 9 

Johnson came first because Kay Wilson was 
organization chairman of the county committee 
from 1948 to 1950, and she did the spadework on 
a lot of this I was close to her, so I knew 
what she was doing 

OK How did you happen to become manager for 
the Evelyn Johnson campaign 9 
I was very eager to find a candidate 
What district is this 9 

This was the Fiftieth Assembly [District] 

Steve was m the Forty-second Assembly District 
A different one 

Incidentally, let me stop a moment Had anybody 
ever considered running Steve for the assembly 9 
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No What we wanted was somebody to front 
against Nixon because we didn't want him to have 
a ride 

I know that In all of this you kept plugging 
Steve into the congressional [race] 

I think we finally got somebody to run in the 
Forty-second Assembly District when Steve ran 
He probably was defeated, 3 ust as Irma Roth was 
defeated George Roth's plan for running as an 
independent candidate never came off 
All right Let's talk about the '50 campaign 
for Evelyn Johnson 

I knew olive Stem from the '48 campaign 
Through her I met Evelyn and asked her to 
support Steve Somehow or other it occurred to 
the superintendent of schools in the Mountain 
View district that Evelyn would be a good 
candidate for the assembly, because they had 
great problems with getting adequate school 
buildings They were all on double sessions 
They were building these new developments out 
here, and there were not enough schools This 
was the baby boom period, and there were not 
enough school buildings The superintendent 
decided Evelyn would make a good candidate 
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because she had just been elected as head of the 
PTA council in the El Monte area That included 
thirty-two schools 

Somehow this was conveyed to me, and I was 
thrilled that we finally had what I considered a 
credible, electable candidate I was the moving 
force in the El Monte area, trying to organize 
clubs, so I talked to Evelyn I told her some 
of the things that I thought ought to be done 
It was just natural that I would be the campaign 
manager 

She was interested in doing it 7 
Yes, she was She had a lot of leadership 
capabilities She was a sort of charismatic 
person I had a great deal of respect for her 
in that way [Charles] Charlie Kranz, the 
superintendent, had respect for her, too 
Moving up to the assembly level looked good to 
Evelyn, for El Monte was really too small for 
her capabilities She was flattered and 
intrigued She thought that Charlie Kranz would 
be able to get some pretty powerful school 
backing for her I thought so too But, 
actually, in the long run it doesn't work that 
way The CTA [California Teachers Association] 
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supports incumbents Only if someone was an 
absolute shoe-in would the CTA change its 
backing 

Evelyn and X talked together and made 
plans I told her she needed a campaign 
chairman, a treasurer, and trusted people 
Evelyn had a friend, Burgess Cutler, m Rosemead 
who got involved in the campaign I forget who 
her campaign chairman was I always tried to 
get someone who was a leader in the community to 
take that position And someone she trusted to 
be the treasurer As campaign manager, I was 
always the behind-the-scenes person 
You were the manager, and you got a local person 
to be the campaign chairman 

Right I used what I had learned working for an 
advertiser manager in an advertising agency when 
I designed her campaign literature We went 
around from town to town and took photographs 
I put it all together I got the pictures taken 
and figured out what I wanted to say When it 
came time to do the layout, it was just too much 
for me At that time, Leonard Shane had an 
advertising agency and I had met him at one of 
our state meetings And so I called up Leonard 
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and said, "We are in trouble I need you to 
help me put this together " I took down the 
photographs to him and the copy I told him 
what I wanted to do 

He was the one who did the layout for me 
It is always good to have a professional do the 
layout I had the final say First, he had 
Evelyn as a cartoon figure on the cover I 
said, "No In no way could we make her part of 
a cartoon " He did his little drawing and her 
photo was an overlay on that 

We selected different kinds of issues that 
existed in the district [Looking at brochure] 
The photos represented the issues Here is an 
elderly lady m Whittier who had started the 
child lunch program in California Building the 
school That is my son looking at the school 
with Evelyn Here is a veteran who lived in 
Temple City, which was in our district We 
called on him in his tract home Now here is an 
old-timer who was living in a trailer m Pico 
Rivera with his dog He represented the 
retired And here are some workmen who worked 
on a road construction project in the district 
DOUGLASS You have a smudge pot 
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When it came to smudge, we had growers and 
people who were suffering from smudge We said, 
"Smudge is a problem for both housewives and 
growers " [Laughter] We straddled that one 
You felt that this was an effective tool, this 
brochure? 

Yes It was, because we won the primary 
Who did she beat in the primary? 

Erwin 

The incumbent? 

Yes He was a Republican 

Cross-filing She won the election by beating 
the incumbent Republican? 

She won the nomination And that had not been 
done for years and years and years Steve won 
the primary against Patrick [J ] Hillings So 
we had two campaigns to run on m the November 
election 

Let me get it clear She managed to beat Erwin 
when he cross-filed as a Republican on the 
Democratic primary, so she became the Democratic 
nominee The same thing happened to Zetterberg 
in 1950 He became the Democratic nominee 
They weren't beaten by cross-filing 
His was an easier race 


His was open 
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Right There was no incumbent 
Tom Erwin was chairman of the Ways and Means 
committee in the assembly He was a grower out 
there Judge Daly Stafford had tried to beat 
him in the primary and had lost When we went 
around people said, "You can't possibly win If 
Judge Daly Stafford couldn't win, could you 
women hope to win 9 ’ 1 A housewife at that We 
had our coffee hours with PTA women 

This is one of the things Democrats 
frequently have to do They have to use 
supplementary organizations While the PTA 
couldn't endorse any candidate, she called up 
her PTA friends and we had meetings out m 
Bassett, m Pico Rivera and all around El Monte 
Coffee hours Evelyn gave the old charm talk 
We also had an announcement dinner in one of the 
schools To make money we had chili bean 
dinners A dollar was a big contribution for 
some of these people I could get a pie out of 
these women easier than I could get a dollar 
So the supplies for these dinners were all 
donated The price was low, but we made money 
And we picked up some contributions here and 


there 
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It was a shock to everyone when we won the 
primary In fact, we only won by fifty-four 
votes Erwin had a recount We had to go down 
and see that through But we were all buoyed 
up Steve was buoyed up 

And then Korea happened Overnight, you 
could feel the change People came around to 
our headquarters in the primary In the general 
[election] not very many, just our old loyal 
faithful The attack against Helen Douglas was 
terrible [James] Roosevelt lost on a different 
basis people believed that he was running on 
his father's name [Laughter] I think they 
were right 

He was running for congress then* 3 
No He was running for governor He ran 
against [Governor Earl] Warren But I thought 
it was an interesting campaign Warren won a 
lot more heavily than Nixon did And Warren 
didn't stoop to Nixon's kind of campaign All 
he said about Jimmy Roosevelt was that he was 
unemployed because James Roosevelt had no ballot 
listings 
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Do you think the Korean War had a very negative 
effect on both the congressional and the 
assembly campaigns' 5 

Yes Steve and Evelyn ran ahead of the ticket, 
but we were not so good that we could win the 
general The other thing that happened m the 
election that I discovered—and this is one of 
the evils of cross-filing too—is that to win 
the primary in a district like ours you really 
had to give your all in the primary All of 
your aces in the hole you had to throw into it 
And when it came to the general, you didn't have 
any new aces unless you could discover something 
new The story had been told Erwin knew then 
what we considered his weaknesses and what we 
considered his strengths He then played to 
that We scared them The fact that a 
housewife was able to defeat the chairman of the 
house Ways and Means [Committee] in an election 
must have ^ust turned Sacramento upside down 

The week before the election every local 
paper came out with a big headline—I don't know 
whether it was $50 million or $250 million—Tom 
Erwin had secured through the Ways and Means 
Committee to be devoted to schools m the 
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Fiftieth Assembly District So I consoled 
Evelyn and said, "We may have lost but the 
district certainly won " 

So you considered it a major achievement just to 
have won the primary 7 
Oh, yes 

Did you have any real expectation you could win 
the general 7 

Yes, because it was a Democratic district 
While I knew that Whittier was a weak area, I 
thought we would do well m El Monte and in Pico 
Rivera and La Puente, we were OK m Covina—I 
think Covina was m our district—through 
Kathleen and her son and his friend, that we 
would even get Republican votes Since the 
dominant party usually carries along the voters 
with them 

So the war really made the difference 
Yes Although I thought we were going to win, I 
hadn't planned on Tom Erwin coming out with so 
many millions for the school construction 
program I didn't know he had that kind of 
power or that they were that frightened 
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What was your interconnection with the 

Zetterberg campaign during this campaign* 3 Were 

you sort of talking to each other* 3 

Well, we wanted to help each other If we had 

meetings or big things, both were there 

Did you think he had a chance to win against 

Hillings' 3 

Yes, I did It was an open district I thought 
he was a splendid candidate [Donald] Don Rose 
was the campaign manager then and I got to be 
good friends with him Evelyn and I worked very 
closely with Don, and I had worked closely with 
Tish on the Local Democrat When I worked for 
Evelyn, I thought I was also working for Steve 
Just as right now, anything I do for Georgia 
Webb I feel is also for the state candidates 
What I meant was in the day-to-day activities of 
the campaign you were totally absorbed m 
managing 

Yes And Don Rose was doing his thing for 
Steve 

It was a very busy time 
Oh, yes 


[End Session 1] 

[End Tape 2, Side A] 
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July 16, 1990] 

2, Side B] 

Mrs Myers, you said you wanted to make a few 
conclusions about the material we were 
discussing at the end of the last interview 
I mentioned that m the last week Erwin was able 
to get newspaper stories about giving the 
district large sums of money for education 
This really indicated his great concern about 
winning the election despite the fact that Nixon 
and Warren were certainly m the lead, and the 
Democratic prospects were not good because of 
the Korean War It reminded me, though, that 
people don't like to spend any more money or use 
any more power than they think is necessary 

Up until the time of the primary we were 
discounted as being ineffective and not being 
any threat at all That is a good way, if you 
can create that kind of climate, to run and to 
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hoard your strength to the last minute so that 
you do catch powerful people by surprise I 
think challengers the Davids who are 
challenging Goliaths, sort of have to try and 
work on a surprise basis I have done that in 
other campaigns Sometimes it may seem as if I 
weren't putting on a vigorous campaign, but it 
was really a matter of timing so that the full 
force of what I was doing didn't come home until 
just before the election So that was one 
lesson that I learned 

The Republicans won the '50 election The 
state was still in Republican hands The 
legislature as well Warren was the governor 
We had the 1950 reapportionment bill come up 
One of the other things that happened because of 
our vigorous campaign was that the Fiftieth 
District was altered completely El Monte was 
split One part went to one assembly district 
one to another The Democratic areas around El 
Monte were also split Never again was there 
going to be a nucleus of Democratic voters 
sufficiently large to carry an election Had 
'50 been a Democratic year we probably would 
have won This discouraged Evelyn Johnson from 
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having any hopes of rerunning because her whole 
base of support was divided and quartered, as it 
were That was one of the consequences of the 
election Also I was broke 

You might ask Why was I doing all this 
work for free 7 I got nothing out of it I 
spent my own money on Evelyn's campaign because 
we won on a shoestring When I had come to La 
Puente, I was thinking of continuing my 
professional education I even went down to USC 
[University of Southern California] and talked 
to the dean She was not encouraging 
The dean m what school 7 

Social service I was rather surprised by that 
because when I had gone to the University of 
Arizona, the economists there were impressed 
that I had taken economics from Henry Simons and 
Paul Douglas and welcomed me So the dean had a 
dampening influence Also, my husband and I had 
only one car, and we were living in La Puente 
The housing shortage being what it was, we were 
going to be there for a while I didn't want to 
buy any house I thought they were grossly 
overpriced and weren't what I wanted I still 
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had hopes then of getting the kind of house I 
wanted 

Were you renting in La Puente 0 
Yes We didn't own the house I fixed it up 
The location was certainly bad, which is why I 
got into politics Some days I did drive my 
husband and got the car One of the nice things 
about politics in those early days was that the 
Young Democrats meetings were at night So when 
my husband came home, I handed him the baby and 
I took off [Laughter] Because I had had a 
whole day of being by myself Whereas he, at 
least, had the companionship of his colleagues 
Evelyn told me that she had lined up a job 
with the Community Chest Red Feather campaign 
She thought that I could get one too So I went 
down there They indeed were pleased about my 
Red Cross work, although that had been Home 
Service work on the whole Although my last 
assignment at Tucson, they pulled me off of Home 
Service and put me in charge of some volunteers 
to do Home Service work These volunteers were 
the prominent women in Tucson, members of the 
junior leagues, wives of doctors People that 
helped give Red Cross a good image We always 
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went over our fund-raising quotas We were very 
favorably looked upon in Tucson 

So my 30b was to make them feel part of the 
Home Service operation I would select cases, 
things for them to do, that were within their 
capabilities and that would give them the 
feeling that they were part of a professional 
team As a matter of fact, they were all 
wealthier than I and had more status in the 
community than I The only advantage I did 
have—and I was younger than they—was that I 
had gone to the University of Chicago School of 
Social Service and had done professional 
casework So I held them up to rather high 
standards, which I think made them realize that 
they were doing professional work They had to 
be there and be there on time I set a day for 
them to come and expected them there And they 
were It worked out very well 

I had a very good supervisor in Tucson, the 
one who managed the Home Service department 
She was a good role model for me and, to the 
degree that I had success with volunteers later 
on—and I worked with volunteers a lot—I think 


it was because I remembered how she went about 
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doing things and keeping people happy and also 
getting a lot of work out of them 

Anyway, I went down to the Red Feather 
[Community Chest] offices, and they hired me to 
be the district director 
To whom did you go^ 

The community fund of the Community Chest Red 
Feather campaign It is an annual campaign 
Most of the work is done by volunteers They 
divide the area into districts, and they have 
one professional person on the payroll who 
manages that 

The district I was given was Highland Park, 
Eagle Rock, Atwater, and Lincoln Heights And 
there is one other part next to Lincoln Heights, 
below South Pasadena It was not a well-heeled 
district My quota was much lower than it was 
for Beverly Hills and the other areas We were 
all given a quota which we had to strain to 
reach, but the quota was realistic in terms of 
the districts we were working in 

This was a very interesting experience for 
me because I learned how the Community Chest, 
and later on, how the Red Cross, operated How 
these drives were organized What they had was 
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a cadre of workers They had lists of all of 
the people who had worked m previous years m 
these areas What they did then was to appoint 
a person to be chairman of the district A 
volunteer She, m turn, was supposed to get 
four chairmen to serve in the areas under her 
She could draw on her own personal contacts or 
use the names of people who had previously 
worked and were potential candidates for this 
year's drive 

Could you give a year to this 9 About what time 
are we talking about 9 Was it a year after the 
'50 campaign 9 

It was towards the fall So I think it was 
still 1950 

Before the general election 9 

After Maybe it was '51 

You were involved with Evelyn Johnson's 

campaign That ended m November of '50 

Maybe this was in the spring Probably m the 

fall of 1951 It was a four-month campaign We 

took six weeks to set up the organization and 

six weeks to conduct the drive 

Where were you headquartered 9 
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I was headquartered in the library m Highland 
Park, m the basement I wasn't suppose to do 
any of this work I was supposed to encourage 
and give help and guidance to the different 
volunteers 
[Interruption] 

You asked about my little boy In the early 
days, much of my work was m the evening So my 
husband took care of him Sometimes I took him 
with me m the car Sometimes I was able to get 
a neighbor girl to watch him for a couple of 
hours He did not like strangers He never was 
with strangers 

However, when he was about two and a half 
years old, my mother persuaded my father to move 
out here They settled in Temple City After 
she came here, during the day I would take him 
over to her Then they built a little house m 
Temple City In the course of going over to 
Temple City and visiting a couple of Democrats 
there, I saw some vacant lots I looked into 
them and wound up buying one of them I had 
decided that we had stayed m La Puente long 
enough Now that my father was out here, I was 
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going to have him build this dream house that I 
wanted 

I had met a young architect who had 
recently graduated from school, so his fees were 
still very reasonable He and I sat down and 
drew up plans and a blueprint of the house that 
I wanted It was a ranch-style house in north 
Temple City 

About when was that built 7 

It was built, believe it or not, when we were 
handling the Evelyn Johnson campaign 
So it would have been m '50 

It was finished because we had a New Year Eve's 
party there 

So your residence is now Temple City 
Yes I had selected rather carefully because it 
was still m the Fiftieth Assembly District I 
still was thinking of continuing my work there 
In this 1950 reapportionment that part of Temple 
City, the northern part, was put m with the 
Pasadena assembly district 
What number 7 

I think it was the Forty-seventh The southern 
part of Temple City was put in the assembly 


district that included Rosemead Rosemead was 
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no longer part of the El Monte district So my 
mother was my baby-sitter when I had to have 
one I have always had a problem with energy 
after that illness I run out of energy I 
think I run on nervous energy I work and then 
I am tired Then I have to stop So if I went 
out at night, I was home the next day Later, 
when I had to go down to the Democratic 
headquarters during the day, then I wouldn't go 
out that night 
You paced yourself 

It was staggered time My mother helped me 
However, this }ob was a bit different It was a 
30 b I had to be there at nine or 8 30 in the 
morning Five days a week So I did have to 
work out an arrangement with my mother to take 
care of my son He was ready for kindergarten 
We had two schools m Temple City, one in the 
south and one m the north I entered him in 
the south Temple City kindergarten class My 
husband dropped him off at my mother's on his 
way to work He took the school bus to the 
school, and he came home on the school bus She 
took care of him until my husband picked him up 
We both got home at about the same time 
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This 30 b lasted four months It was very- 
interesting in the sense that I got insight into 
how volunteer organizations were put together 
outside of politics At the same time as I was 
holding this 30 b, I was on the Los Angeles 
County Democratic Central Committee Kay 
Wilson, who had been the chairman of 
organization, had moved up to be vice chairman 
I was recommended and took over her 30 b as 
organization chairman 

Was this as early as '49 that you took that 

position " 3 

No 

It wasn't So you had been on the county 
central committee a bit before you took that 
responsibility 9 
Yes 

Would that have been around '50 9 
Yes It was in '50 

So when she moved up, were you named by someone 

to that position 9 

The chairman 

Who at that time was 9 

Glenn Anderson 
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You were doing all this simultaneously? You 
started doing this in '50 Then you maintained 
that position for a long time in the county 
central committee 

Oh, yes Actually, m a sense, I really began 

this work m 1951 because the election was in 

November 1950 Then we had to elect officers in 

the county committee 

So '51 was your operable start 

Right 

What were the defined responsibilities of the 
organization chairman of the county central 
committee' 3 

There were none You could do what you will 
What had been done by Kay Wilson? 

Kay had ideas She had prepared a little 
brochure on how to do precinct work, for 
example The most significant thing I think she 
did was to draw up the county committee charter 
and make the rules for chartering clubs She 
was m earnest about chartering clubs, 
especially m view of her experiences with the 
Young Democrats of America As I pointed out, 
that organization had been taken over by young 
people that belonged to Ed Pauley and who did 
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not do anything That was why my team 
challenged them and set up a counterorganization 
which was finally chartered by the national 
committee in Washington That was how we 
achieved official status 

As I understand it, Los Angeles County was the 
first to have clubs and then to get them into 
position where they were formally chartered 
I really don't know I don't know if anything 
preexisted before Kay got in there or not 
According to Carlotta Mellon's dissertation on 
the history of CDC [California Democratic 
Council] she states m that the first council 
of clubs was formed m the Forty-sixth Assembly 
District, which elected Glenn Anderson to the 
assembly in '38 Then there were Young 
Democratic clubs that began So in the early 
forties the council of clubs was some kind of 
network, I gather, but the county central 
committee started chartering clubs that would 
appear m the early forties but not formalized 
So you are saying that Kay Wilson got a national 

Let's not mix up the organizations Kay and I 
were both simultaneously involved in the Young 
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Democrats Federation and in the county 
committee What we were really doing was trying 
to take control, as it were, of the Democratic 
party and put it into new hands, some fresh 
blood, and not just sit on these positions 
As a Young Democrat, you were doing that 7 
We wore different hats 

But the thrust to do this was a personal thrust 
the two of you had 7 

Not mine It was part of this group in the 
Young Democrats 

So it was in the Young Democrats That was what 

I was trying to find out 

Yes 

So the charter you refer to, was it a charter so 
that either the county committee or the Young 
Democrats could charter 7 

This was for the county committee Kay Wilson 
was the organizational chairman 

So she got permission from the national for you 
to officially join 

No We had nothing to do with the national 
committee The county committee is a legal body 
unto itself We are elected by the people We 
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have our own powers and one of our powers is 
that we may charter Democratic clubs 
You said something earlier about the national 
That was for the Young Democrats You see, the 
Young Democrats were totally independent of the 
state Democratic committee and of the county 
Democratic committee 

I want to be clear which one we are talking 
about So the Young Democrats, you had 
mentioned this the other day, got the national 
to let them charter But the county stood alone 
and the county could do this and were doing this 
in the forties, apparently 

Yes There are three sources of power in the 
Democratic party, legal sources of power at that 
time One was the Young Democratic Federation 
of Clubs, or the Federation of Young Democratic 
Clubs The other was the county committees that 
existed in the south In the north they had a 
different arrangement the committees were made 
up of supervisorial districts, I later found 
out And then there was the state central 
committee These all have official status 


DOUGLASS 


It is confusing as one roams across the map 
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So I got into the Young Democratic organization 
and the county committee at the same time 
Let's talk about what you wanted to do when you 
went in as organization chairman, bringing your 
expertise, both from your recent work and from 
your training, to this position 
Well, my first plan was simply to continue the 
work that Kay Wilson had started One of the 
things I did was to have meetings down at our 
headquarters I had some evening meetings One 
of my meetings was how to raise money That was 
certainly a preoccupation of mine If you don't 
have money you can't do much 

I had two speakers for that One was Paul 
Ziffren, who had been the fund raiser for Helen 
Douglas He was identified with the liberal 
wing of the party because of his association 
with Helen Douglas He had come from Chicago 
He was supposed to have understood machine 
politics His assignment was to explain how to 
get money from big donors because that was what 
he was good at I also had Evelyn Johnson speak 
on how to raise money through activities and get 
money from small contributors We had a very 
good turnout on that meeting It was a subject 
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close to everybody's heart [Laughter] The 
speakers were well recommended by their 
experience 

At the same time, partly through my 
husband, he had been working for his master's on 
the GI bill of rights at USC in public 
administration He had gotten interested m 
group dynamics, sensitivity training and that 
I got interested in that, too Later on, we had 
a meeting on group dynamics and how to involve 
people in organizational work I tried to get 
away from this rigid adherence to Robert's Rules 
of Order , which can really kill a meeting I 
got some people from UCLA [University of 
California, Los Angeles] to come down We had a 
real big meeting on that one, too 
Group dynamics’ 

Yes We had a little experiment on that Some 
people didn't like the looseness of it Some 
people did We analyzed it, afterwards 
Who did you have from UCLA’ Can you remember’ 
No, I can't I knew some of the people If I 
talked with my husband, I could tell you 

I applied some of this group dynamics to my 


work in the Red Feather campaign I helped my 
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chairman get fully staffed Then one of the 
things I did was to call them all in We had 
this big office in the basement of the public 
library there We did some role playing on how 
you call on people to ask them for money It 
was a good thing that we did that because I was 
horrified at some of the approaches of some of 
the people It was guaranteed to cause 
resentment and a refusal So we analyzed these 
approaches I thought it very helpful to them 
and it gave me a lot more insight into 
canvassing 

Also, one of the things I did which I 
thought was important (and I used that in 
politics, too) was to have a kickoff day I 
said, "I want everyone out on kickoff day " 
Normally, you take the assignment and do it at 
your leisure The smallest unit was about 
twelve women to the chairman For some we had a 
kickoff at the library Some of the chairmen 
had coffees at their houses They invited the 
women, gave them their materials, and then sent 
them out to make calls and bring in the money 
So at the end of the day, we had a really nice 
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big collection Everyone was buoyed up by this, 
too 

Did you apply this to the party 7 

It went back and forth What I learned from the 
party I applied to them * 

Cross-fertilization 

Yes 

Did you have a committee when you were 
organization chairman 7 

In the beginning, I think I simply operated on 
my own Eventually, I had a committee of 
people, because when we enacted a rule that 
changed a procedure or made a new qualification 
for becoming a Democratic club or something they 
had to do to be a Democratic club We wanted 
this to be official so we had a committee vote 
on it m the organization committee Then this 
was presented to the overall executive committee 
of the county committee It was approved by 
them 

Your goal was to establish clubs and sustain the 
clubs you had Was that what an organization 
chairman was supposed to do 7 


*For further comments by Helen Myers comparing charitable 
and political campaign organization, see Appendix A 
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Yes That was certainly Kay Wilson's idea 
What we were trying to do was to get new blood 
into the party—at least the part of the party 
that we were in control of—to make it a 
functioning part and able to produce results 
That is an interesting term, organization 
chairman It could be almost anything, couldn't 
it 7 

Oh, yes When you had men, nothing happened 
It takes women Well, they had the time for one 
thing 

This was the era of volunteer women 
Right It was the era of the baby boom, too 
So a lot of these women were at home like myself 
with their kids all day At nighttime, they 
were ready to get out They or their husbands 
sometimes alternated and took turns sometimes 
they were able to get a baby-sitter They did a 
lot of changing off with their friends This 
was a young membership at that time It was the 
postwar people who had all these babies The 
women were bored, and politics gave them 
something to do 

I picked up that you at first did a sample area 
m the Twelfth Congressional District in which 
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you tried some of your group dynamics Does 
this ring a bell with you 7 I think Steve 
Zetterberg told me this You used some of the 
meeting lists from the '48 Zetterberg campaign 
Could that be 7 

I wasn't using group dynamics then 
Not then Later 

Later we tried to organize clubs Leisa [G ] 
Bronson told me that I came out to Claremont I 
don't particularly remember that I want to 
make this point, though I was interested m 
getting clubs organized But you really have to 
have people out m the area who want to organize 
a club Otherwise, you aren't getting anyplace 
One of the reasons why I had time to be 
organization chairman as well as to be working 
for the Community Chest was there was not much 
activity in the field When the four months 
with Red Feather were up, I moved over to the 
Red Cross I told the Red Cross head I knew all 
the problems of my old district and wanted a new 
one We had been successful From the very 
beginning, ours was the leading Red Feather 
campaign This strategy of getting the 
volunteers out early whipped up their 
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enthusiasm We had won the silver bowl It was 
called a [P G ] Winnett Bowl, named for the 
chairman of Bullocks [Department Store] The 
bowl passed around from district to district, to 
whoever was m the lead We got it right off 
the bat From then on, all I did with my 
chairman was to say, "We don't want to lose this 
bowl How are you doing 7 " [Laughter] 

There is a fine point in handling 
volunteers You have to remind them You have 
to talk to them from time to time But if you 
push them too much, they just balk and rebel and 
quit So you have to keep urging them on to do 
their part m a low-keyed way This worked We 
never lost the Winnett Bowl 
How long did you work for the Red Cross 7 
This was a four-month deal 

Then you said you moved over from Community 
Chest 

That was a four-month deal, too 
So you had two four-month deals 
Yes 

Then did you quit working 7 

Yes, the campaigns were over And, also, at 
that time—the Red Cross drive was m the four 



107 


months of the spring—my mother told me that she 
did not want to take care of my son full time 
She thought that was my 30 b She didn't mind 
coming up in an afternoon if I were away or 
having me bring him down But this constant 
taking care of him, she didn't approve of So I 
agreed with her 

So I was back to volunteer work again I 
had made a little money In the meantime, I had 
gotten an old Buick convertible, so I wasn't 
dependent on my husband's car I was able to 
get a new top and do a few things like that with 
the money I had earned I was all set to go 

As I said, my group was always the leading 
group in the Red Feather campaign It was not 
that easy m the Red Cross campaign because 
there was no chairman there They couldn't come 
up with a chairman I set up underneath 
supporting groups, and we did pretty well in 
spite of the leadership handicap 

But one of the things I encountered—we are 
now at the end of '51 or the beginning of '52, I 
guess we were revving up for the '52 
presidential campaign—what I learned, though, 
was that the Republicans were at the peak of 
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their organization In the Los Feliz area my 
chairmen were almost all involved in the Los 
Feliz Republican club 
The Red Cross chairmen 0 
Yes 

Because it is confusing which one you are 
talking about You are talking about Red Cross 
now 
Yes 

And they were Republican women 

Yes They were well-heeled Republicans And, I 
must say, it is always easier to organize women 
in well-heeled districts, they have the leisure 
They are interested in volunteer activities 
In those days, women didn't have a paid 
position 

That's right In high income areas the women 
are usually well educated That was true of 
Democratic women as well as Republican women 
Our best Democratic organization was in 
Republican areas, because we had the same kind 
of women as they did 

So in the Los Feliz area you had these women 
Republican women They were my chairmen They 
also were the leaders in all of the community 
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groups I had a meeting of my Democratic 
organization committee, called them all in, and 
I said, "Listen You are letting these 
Republicans get a foothold in all of these 
organizations You are not there 11 There was 
one Democrat in Los Feliz They really didn't 
want to use her, these Republican women She 
was the wife of the field man for Eugene Debs, 
who was a county supervisor We did use her I 
was perfectly willing to use her 

There were distinguished Democratic women 
living m the area who were wealthy, and the 
Republican women made a point of cultivating 
them One was the wife of an admiral She had 
one of the meetings in her home 
One of the Red Cross meetings 

Yes Fund raising for special gifts She made 
a big contribution to Red Cross It really 
annoyed me that these Republican women had 
access to our wealthy Democratic women in that 
district We didn't even know their names So 
I went back to the Democratic women and gave 
them a real lecture on the importance of getting 
into community organizations That became one 
of the points in our organization work 
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I had met one Republican woman I went to 
her home, as a matter of fact, and she showed me 
her little black box that they had with their 
precinct things 
Three-by-five file cards 7 

Yes The work was all mapped out They had a 
precinct worker here, there, and everywhere 
Were these women aware of your political 
affiliations 7 

No I got along well with my special gifts 
chairman She was a very capable, competent 
woman A good staunch Republican, though She 
hit me up from time to time [Laughter] Why 
didn't I get involved m the Republican party 7 
[Laughter] I could have gone in right then and 
there I would have been a respected member 
because we both had mutual respect for each 
other's abilities We had done a good 30 b on 
small gifts I learned from them, and they 
learned from me but not as a Democrat 
That's very interesting The crossover was 
immense for you then 
I could have these county committee 
organizational meetings, but I wasn't doing 
organizational work out m the districts because 
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I couldn't find anybody who was interested in 
organizing clubs at that point What people 
there were, I was able to get them down to these 
meetings where we discussed these overall 
approaches 

So it was haphazard how you picked up names for 
communities in the Democratic party 7 
I had to depend upon other Democrats giving me 
leads And there weren't very many leads at 
that time 

The big change, that happened overnight 
We were getting ready for the 1952 presidential 
campaign In the primary, [U S Senator] Estes 
Kefauver won the state Steve was on that 
delegation So was Anna Laura Myers I went 
I didn't have a formal position, but Steve let 
me on the floor with his badge from time to 
time 

That convention was where 7 

Chicago Which was my old bailiwick I had 
friends there and relatives That was another 
reason for going I went there with the 
Wilsons They drove, and I rode with them 
California was committed to Estes Kefauver 


What I discovered there was that Kefauver was 
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not held m high esteem by the pros m the 
Democratic party His committee had done a lot 
of harm to some of the big machines, and they 
weren't in a forgiving mood Also, he had not 
really consulted them about being a candidate 
and had run in spite of them, not with them 
They were really out to punish him And they 
did 

I was not a wholly committed person to 
Kefauver, but I did resent their treatment of 
him at the convention I was not in the 
convention when [Adlai E ] Stevenson gave his 
speech I was there late one night, though 
when there was a dreadful argument between one 
side, the old pros, and the Kefauverites It 
seemed to almost reach an intolerable state 
The chairman at that time broke the meeting up 
and said, "Let us pray " [Laughter] 

Anyway while I didn't hear the acceptance 
speech of Stevenson, the rest of the country 
did, and the rest of the country was thrilled to 
death I think partly it was because of Nixon 
being on the Republican ticket Certain kinds of 
liberals were really fed up with Nixon's kind of 
mishmash, the cliches, which were patently 
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false So the whole country was electrified by 
Stevenson 

When I got back, California was electrified 
by Stevenson The telephone in our headquarters 
was ringing People wanted to do something for 
Stevenson When I was there I took the names 
I also left instructions to the regular person 
at headquarters to take the names and addresses 
of all people who called in and wanted to work 
for Stevenson And we had piles of names One 
of the great exciting things that happened after 
the convention was that Stevenson came to 
California, and we filled up the Shrine 
Auditorium to hear him 


[End Tape 2, Side B] 
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So that meeting was also a great morale builder, 
to see all of these people so eager, so 
thrilled I am sure this happened all over the 
country, but it seemed to me that only m 
California and only m southern California was 
someone sitting at the telephone getting all of 
these names and addresses 

What I did then was to find out what 
assembly district these people were in When I 
collected a large enough group of them, we met 
in the appropriate assembly district to organize 
a club We had county committee people who 
never came to the county committee, and we had 
others who were involved with the incumbents I 
learned that incumbents don't really like 
organization 

You mean volunteer organization^ 

Yes They are afraid that some bright, young 
person will show up and be a rival They are 
really very nervous and insecure, I found out 
One of the most difficult people I had to deal 
with was Harold Lane He accused any 
organization of being Communist-inspired This 
was really annoying because Harold Lane did some 
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programming and worked rather closely with the 
assemblyman in the Sixty-first [Assembly 
District] And he was regarded as being pretty 
far to the left I thought that showed how 
phony Harold's charge was 
At that time, Harold Lane was working xn 
[Congressman] Chet Holifield's office 
He was Chet's field man I remember I got about 
twenty people from what became [Assemblyman] 
Jesse [M ] Unruh's assembly district m Los 
Angeles I called up a friend of Jesse's and 
asked him to set up the meeting place I said 
that I would invite all of these people to a 
meeting and we will tell them how to organize 
and get a club going and how to work for 
Stevenson So we had clubs springing up all 
over the county One of the things I told the 
clubs to do was to raise money and to get a 
headquarters We got headquarters for 
Stevenson, but they were also the headquarters 
for whoever was running locally 
So you combined the energies of the Stevenson 
thrust with your grass-roots movements^ 

We incorporated it into that It was marvelous 
because the talent was unbelievable we got 
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journalists, we got advertising people I went 
out to Brentwood to a home of one of the doctors 
at the UCLA medical school We met m his house 
in Brentwood to organize a Brentwood Democratic 
club A beautiful home I went all over the 
county 

Where had these people been before’ Were these 
Democrats who were m the woodwork and just came 
out because something catalyzed them’ 

Stevenson did They had never worked in the 
party at all They just wanted to do something 
to get him elected What I did was to get them 
involved m official Democratic activity, m 
raising money and manning headquarters 
Right at that moment, you were really skilled 
You had honed your skills 
We were ready 

That was a fortuitous coming together of your 
professional activities 

If Stevenson had not come along, I would have 
had my occasional organization meeting We 
would have talked about these things, but not 
much would have happened out m the districts 
But this was right up your alley You could 
take advantage of this 
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Oh, yes And I must say, by then I was a 
profound Stevenson supporter and admirer I 
don't really like to listen to political 
speeches, including Democratic speeches I did 
enjoy the Stevenson speeches I made a point of 
listening to them, especially the one in Salt 
Lake City I have his book of speeches I 
found that very moving The next best speaker 
m my book was [President] John [F ] Kennedy, 
but that came later 

Was it an utterly crushing bit of news when 
Stevenson lost’ 

Oh, yes Everyone was in tears But we all 
resolved that he should run again 
That kept you going’ 

Oh, yes Four years from then I was a delegate 
to the national convention on the Stevenson 
delegation In those four years, all we did was 
improve upon our organization One of the 
things we did was to invite Stevenson to speak 
in the Hollywood Bowl I was the person put in 
charge of getting club people to the Bowl 

One of the problems about these big things 
is you can never be sure that anyone is really 
going to come You have no control of it On 
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the original speech at the Shrine Auditorium, 
the party took a chance and everyone was amazed 
at the turnout The Bowl, though, is pretty 
big We wanted to be sure to fill it We 
decided that we would charge a dollar admission 
to the Bowl I sent out a notice to the clubs 
By then I was also first vice president of CDC 
I note that the date is '54 So this is 
midstream between the '52 and '56 election 
That's right This was honing up for our '54 
delegation 

For your Democratic campaign in California 
Yes Which was a bloody battle, I might say I 
am really ahead of myself by talking about this 
thing, except it explains how we used the 
Democratic clubs 

What I did was to send out a notice to all 
the clubs saying that Stevenson was going to be 
at the Bowl The tickets would be one dollar 
apiece, but I would give a discount to the 
clubs if they ordered a block of fifty tickets, 
I would charge them only forty dollars for that 
Along with that, I gave them instructions for 
hiring a bus, where to get it, what it would 
cost and how to get it to the Bowl This was 
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sent out to the clubs throughout southern 
California The response was marvelous I 
began getting these forty-dollar checks We had 
this big map of the Bowl, and as I got a forty- 
dollar check, I would run a red crayon through 
fifty seats It began to fill up We even 
began reaching the top of the Bowl 
You could tell who was coming at that point 
They came from all over Imperial [County] 

The [San Fernando] Valley Riverside San 
Diego Orange County San Bernardino County 
This was your overall responsibility, not }ust 
as an L A County committee person 
I wore two hats 

In other words, you were responsible for this 
whole area, to get Democrats to the Bowl And 
you filled it 

We filled it We not only filled the Bowl, but 
we charged ten dollars for the seats at the foot 
of the Bowl 

You mean down in front 

Yes They got to see the man It was pretty 
hard for those up m the bleachers It was an 
inspiring night All of these buses began 
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coming m and all had signs Imperial Valley, 
for example 

So you felt very good about it 

Oh, yes Everybody did It was a marvelous 

meeting 

Let me back up We need to start talking about 
CDC We have a feeling for what you were doing 
here in southern California We are about up to 
that point in the time line we are talking 
about You were one of the people who made a 
call for a meeting that was held 

The first meeting was at Asilomar, and I was not 
involved m that 

The one that [Senator] George Miller [Jr ], the 
state chairman of the central committee, called 
in December of '52 He called that and his 
question was What is wrong with the Democratic 
party" 7 That was at Asilomar 

Yes I was not involved in that As a matter 
of fact, I was broke [Laughter] 

So you were not at that meeting 
I was not at that meeting But one of the 
consequences of that meeting was a large 
turnout, again, a spontaneous turnout People 
wanting to do something I think it gave George 
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Miller and Alan Cranston the idea that we should 
do on the state level what we had been doing, 
particularly in the south, with the councils, 
where we brought together county committee 
members, state committee members, and 
representatives of the clubs to meet and make a 
decision 

These were congressional district councils, 
right 9 

Assembly district councils and congressional 
district councils 

Let me also ask. Miller called that December '52 
meeting Obviously, he thought that something 
needed to be done The party was not 
functioning as well as it might Do you think 
he also realized that the clubs were a potential 
source of invigoration to solve this problem 9 
I think he did Let's back up a little bit 
What I didn't know at the time was that there 
was a deep north-south split m control of the 
party I learned by inference what the power 
structure was m southern California I never 
knew what it was m the north I know there was 
one I assumed that big oil was one of the big 
components of the power structure up there, 
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because it was independent oil that was in the 
driver's seat in the south It didn't matter 
whether you were Democratic or Republican on 
these certain power lobby levels 

On certain specific issues it was all the 
same, Republican or Democratic, it didn't make a 
difference On those particular issues that 
identify you as a Democrat or identify you as a 
Republican, these power groups let each party 
function on its own But on certain key issues, 
it was the north versus the south The 
Democrats had never gotten behind a 
gubernatorial candidate Whoever won never 
commanded the support of the other part of the 
state That was one of the reasons why 
Republicans kept winning 

You mean whoever won the primary didn't command 
the total support^ 

That's true That was true of [Attorney 
General] Robert [W ] Kenny when he ran against 
Warren I don't think he tried All of the 
liberals loved him But, on the other hand, 
when it came to questions of oil, he was always 
on the side of big oil There were only a small 
number of sophisticated liberals who knew this 
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It was only my association with some of them 
that I began to see what this picture was 

So what I think George Miller saw was that 
this was maybe a chance for the north to get 
down into the south What happened after that 
meeting was that George Miller and Alan Cranston 
came down and talked to Richard Richards, who 
was the chairman 
Of the county central committee 

Yes I was the organization chairman still I 
was involved in this meeting because it was a 
question of getting the clubs behind us I was 
the person who knew the clubs So Richie 
[Richard] and I met with them in some hotel room 
and discussed the possibility of a statewide 
council organization 

I was very enthusiastic about the idea 
Alan presented himself to me as a dedicated 
Stevenson worker who wanted to do something to 
strengthen the party so that Stevenson would be 
elected four years from now, and to take 
advantage of all the support he had engendered 
I was keen on that Richie went along with it 
I never really knew too well Richie's 
relationship with people m the north and with 
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the people in the south But he went along with 
the CDC idea I was given authority to move 
ahead with them 

The other people who called the meeting were 
Paul Ziffren and Clara Shirpser, who was from 
Berkeley You knew Paul Ziffren, of course 
Did you know Clara Shirpser’ 

No I knew none of the people from the north at 
that point 

Was it decided officially that this group would 
call for the meeting in November of '53’ 

We would have a meeting But what was going on 
at the same time—and this is where the real 
political struggle took place—was that the 
southern leadership was busy organizing an 
organization called Dime A Day [for Democracy] 
This would be the southern, professional 
leadership’ 

This is Elizabeth Snyder [Delwm H ] Del Smith, 
[Clinton] Clint McKinnon I never saw very much 
of McKinnon He was operating at a pretty high 
level I think Dime A Day was mostly the 
brainchild of Liz Snyder and Del Smith 
Who was Del Smith’ 
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According to this newsletter, he was the 
secretary of the state central committee We 
had a joint headquarters Liz was there Del 
was there And we had a county committee 
headquarters, where I was, there The county 
committee didn't have a paid staff at the time 
I was able to get some volunteer staff The 
Stevenson campaign brought m volunteers 

Eventually we were able to promote a girl 
who was named Eleanor Arlington into a half-time 
job and then later a full-time job That had 
been one of my goals, to get a secretary in the 
office In the beginning, when I sent out 
bulletins, I had to go down to the office, cut 
the stencil, run it off, and send the mail out 
myself This was tedious work 

What was the motivation to form Dime A Day for 
Democracy 7 

In the beginning, I assumed that it was one of 
those plans to raise money for the Democratic 
party They were going to try to get people to 
make a donation of a dime a day And that came 
out to so much a week and then so much a month 
I didn't pay too much attention to it In a way 


it sounded to me a little bit like some of those 
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plans Democrats were always organizing, like a 
telephone tree, in order to win the election 
We are going to have ten people call ten people 
And these ten would then get ten others, etc 
If the plan was actually carried out, everyone 
in the district would be telephoned Only it 
never worked out that way Somewhere, not too 
far from the beginning, the system broke down 
So I dismissed the plan as another one of 
those fund-raising activities The real intent, 
however, was to make preprimary endorsements 
The idea California Democratic Council also 
intended to make endorsements so that there 
would be unified action on a statewide basis 
behind a statewide slate of officers 

Now, what I didn't know, but what I 
eventually learned, was that the motive behind 
Dime A Day was to endorse William Bonelli for 
the Board of Equalization Bonelli had just 
changed his registration from Republican to 
Democratic There had been a tremendous scandal 
on the Board of Equalization A runaway grand 
jury down in San Diego had uncovered all of 
these things It was a runaway grand jury 
because otherwise the Board of Equalization had 
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covered all the bases Just about everybody m 
Los Angeles had been given a liquor license 
judges, officeholders, volunteers Every time I 
unturned a stone it seemed someone was there 
with a cut on a liquor license 

Just for the record, this is when the Board of 
Equalization controlled alcohol and the issuing 
of liquor licenses 

Right This runaway grand jury uncovered 
criminal offenses on the part of Charles Lyon, 
who was the Republican representative of the 
Beverly Hills area As a consequence, [Thomas 
M ] Tom Rees won There was another Republican 
who wasn't jailed, but who was incriminated, and 
so a Democrat won his district in the next 
election Strangely enough, none of our 
Democrats got caught in this, although I think 
they ought to have been Because they seemed as 
deeply involved as the Republicans Earlier 
[Los Angeles 1 L A Times had carried a crusade 
against [Attorney General] Fred [N ] Howser, who 
was also involved in the liquor scandal As a 
result he lost the attorney generalship to 
[Edmund G ] Pat Brown [Sr ] 
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Why would Dime A Day for Democracy want to 
endorse Bonelli 7 

Because they wanted to include Bonelli on the 
Democratic slate They hoped the Democrats 
would vote for Bonelli as part of the Democratic 
slate 

Did Board of Equalization candidates show their 
party registration on the ballot then 7 
Yes Although we still had cross-filing, 
candidates did have to print their party 
designation after their name 

Why did he switch from Republican to Democrat 7 
The L A Times wouldn't endorse Bonelli He 
would lose the same way that Howser had lost the 
attorney generalship His only hope of being 
reelected was as a Democrat The liquor lobby 
was very much involved with independent oil and 
with the AFL [American Federation of Labor] 
leaders, especially the teamsters The CIO auto 
workers, however, were independent George [H ] 
McClain, his senior citizens organization was 
also part of the liquor lobby, as I later found 
out 

Let me ask about this Was Dime A Day for 
Democracy also a reaction to the Young 
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Democrats 7 Was this a group of people who might 
not have seen the Young Democrat movement as 
something they wanted to encourage 7 
I didn't think the Young Democrats were viewed 
that much as a threat because they didn't have 
that many clubs And the best club was always 
the Altadena\Pasadena Young Democratic club 
Toby Osos belonged to that, as well as [Joseph] 
Joe Wyatt For them, the Young Democrat club 
was a springboard for statewide political 
activity 

Dime A Day for Democracy was formed in August of 
'53 At the Asilomar meeting m January, as I 
understand it, the notion was that there would 
be a meeting held in northern California and a 
meeting held in southern California to follow up 
the January meeting at Asilomar There was not 
a call for a meeting in southern California, 
mainly because of this split, with Dime A Day 
for Democracy pulling one way and those who were 
interested m CDC the other 7 

I was not involved in it since I had not been to 
Asilomar I heard about the Asilomar meeting 
and encountered the enthusiasm about it But, 
apparently, since no meeting was called down 
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here, this could be the reason why Alan and 
George Miller came down and saw Richie and me 
I guess, finally. Miller forced a meeting, but 
it ended up being a discussion of how Dime A Day 
for Democracy would be represented in CDC It 
didn't end being the kind of a meeting that was 
held in northern California 

That could be The only meeting that the clubs 
were involved in, so far as the aftermath of 
Asilomar was concerned, was the call to the 
convention That call went out with my name on 
it, George Miller's name on it—I think Clint 
McKinnon—and there was a fourth name, and I am 
not sure who it was 

It was George Miller, Clinton McKinnon, Paul 
Ziffren, Clara Shirpser, Helen Myers and Alan 
Cranston The call for the November '53 
meeting The meeting that formed the actual 
organization That must have been exciting 9 
It was Again, the question was What are we 
going to do with Dime A Day 9 I guess they 
obtained certain rights to vote in the 
convention 

Yes That apparently was the nature of the 
earlier meeting that was held down here 
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X was elected first vice president This was a 
statewide election I was elected by the 
statewide delegates Alan was the president 
What this amounted to was that Alan was 
responsible for northern California I didn't 
go up there I was responsible for southern 
California He came down here regularly, and I 
gave him reports on what was going on 
Catherine Everett from Modesto was elected as 
second vice president What were her 
responsibilities'* 

She was to take care of the Valley, as it were 
The San Joaquin Valley 

Yes She was no ball of fire This was Lionel 
Steinberg's last-minute deal He wanted to cut 
in the Valley 

Now Lionel Steinberg was the attorney from 
Fresno who was active in the Young Democrats, is 
that right 9 

He wasn't an attorney He was in the fruit¬ 
growing business 

OK He was from Fresno and had been very active 
in the Young Democrats 

Yes He had led the fight He was very close 
to Ellie Heller He wanted to play a role in 
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statewide politics that is why he held out for 
special representation for the Valley 
Technically, we didn't have to elect her from 
the Valley, and they didn't have to elect me 
from the south We were statewide candidates, 
elected by the statewide group We were to be a 
statewide organization We had district 
directors, and we elected each one from each 
congressional district 

I met with the district directors from the 
south occasionally We had regular statewide 
meetings of district directors, and we moved 
from different places m the state some m San 
Francisco, some m the Valley, some down here 
Once we met at Pismo Beach I was very 
conscientious about going to all of these 
meetings But, again, I was also the chairman 
of the organization committee of the county 
committee, and I had a young son and a husband 
I didn't have a whole lot of money So this 
became an expensive activity for me 
This was out-of-pocket 

We paid for our own expenses I always paid my 


own expenses 
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Let me stop and ask a question You had 
commented to me that you felt that Carlotta 
Herman Mellon's dissertation gave undue credit 
to the Young Democrats for being responsible, m 
large, for the formation of CDC What is your 
view of that'* 

They didn't have any particular role m it at 
all, to tell you the truth, except they were 
given the right to send delegates to the 
convention, the same as any chartered club Joe 
Wyatt came as one of their delegates 
He became secretary of the first executive 
committee 
Yes 

Was that partly because he was a Young Democrat, 
do you think* 7 

It might have been partly But it was also 
partly because of Joe's personality He wanted 
to be secretary, for one thing That always 
helps He made a bid for it 
You think he won it as an individual* 7 
Yes, primarily, he certainly got my vote that 
way I thought he was intelligent, young, and 
the kind of person we needed m politics 
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All right Any other comments about this 
question of who principally got the show on the 
road as a group 9 Maybe no group did 
The crucial group were the clubs from the county 
committee We had over 100 clubs The Young 
Democrats had about seven or eight If you 
wanted club participation, the clubs were mostly 
in the Los Angeles County area 

Could part of this be because of this confusing 
period here in southern California, between 
January and November when there was this 
divisiveness because of Dime A Day for 
Democracy, that in northern California people 
were more together 9 Could it have been up there 
that the Young Democrats were more cohesive and 
more part of the movement for CDC 9 
No, I don't think so The real spark plug was 
Alan Cranston And Alan came from Los Altos and 
the area around Stanford [University] This is 
where there were Democratic clubs Alan 
recruited the Democratic clubs There were no 
Democratic clubs organized because of Stevenson 
m San Francisco There they were old political 
pros, too, and they acted pretty much like those 


down here 
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I meant Young Democrats 
There weren't very many 

In other words, what you are saying is that 
there was enough going in the regular party 
organization that the Young Democrats weren't 
the differential m northern California 7 
Lionel had a club m Fresno I don't even know 
if there were any Democratic clubs m San 
Francisco and the north 

It is interesting to talk about the Young 
Democratic clubs Lionel Steinberg from Fresno 
and Toby Osos, the businesswoman from Pasadena, 
and Richard Richards and Thomas Winnett of 
Berkeley were involved in the late forties in 
forming a statewide network for Young Democratic 
clubs There is no reason you particularly 
would know about that 

Yes, I would I had been an officer m the 

federation 

In the late forties 7 

Yes I was elected in 1948 

Correct But there is no northern California 
listing of a person m there That is what I am 
getting at When you go through those names, it 
is Fresno, Pasadena, Los Angeles, and Berkeley 
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I don't know why Richie and Tom Wmnett were on 
that Richie was not particularly active m 
Young Democrats His wife was Richie got 
elected as chairman of the L A County Central 
Committee, and that was his base of power 
That is listed as his base To summarize your 
view, would it be correct to say that you think 
the big thrust for CDC came from the clubs m 
the L A county area 7 

Primarily from the L A county area After I 
was elected, we got busy and established 
councils in other parts of southern California 
They were Stevenson people Lester Van Tatenhov 
from Orange County He was elected a district 
director, I think We also got clubs going m 
the rest of southern California I went out to 
San Bernardino County to set up a council The 
first thing they did was to throw out the 
existing leadership in the party [Laughter] 
They were the people whom I had gone to ask for 
help to organize a council [Laughter] 

Now the board of CDC had one member from each 
congressional district Is that correct 7 


MYERS 


Yes 



137 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


You have not talked about being at the Fresno 
meeting 

At the Fresno meeting we wrote a constitution 
for the state Democratic council Liz Snyder, 
Toby Osos, and I were on the committee from the 
south There were three attorneys representing 
the north At that time, Liz, Toby, and I 
worked harmoniously together What we were all 
interested in was that the south should get its 
just representation The north had some clever 
ideas which would have given them a lot of 
representation automatically, without the hard 
work of organizing clubs Their county 
committees were organized on supervisorial 
districts Ours were based on assembly 
districts 

So the way it worked out was that certain 
people of the party were automatically delegates 
to this CDC convention The north and south 
pretty much balanced out The difference then 
was going to come from the club delegates 
Those areas that had the most clubs were going 
to have the most delegates because they had a 
delegate for every twenty members or ten 
members, I forget the precise number 
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Along with that, m the county, I had to 
add a new rule to the county committee's 
requirements for clubs It was that each club 
had to have twenty members that constituted the 
basic membership They could belong to other 
clubs, but they could not be in other clubs for 
purposes of chartering a Democratic club What 
we had was a group of twenty people, again, the 
old guard They organized about five clubs 
They just had revolving officers They took 
turns using the same basic membership 
Each one would go to another club 9 
They took turns being officers They had these 
twenty people, four of them would be officers of 
this club, four of them would be officers of 
that club 

So they had cross-membership 
So you had four clubs with a membership of 
twenty people To get around that I said, "A 
club had to have twenty registered Democrats " 
While the members could be members of other 
clubs, they could belong to only one core group 
Otherwise, we would have had a packed 


convention 
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That was a constitution you were working on for 
CDC, or bylaws’ 

Constitution and bylaws 

So you feel that out of that you negotiated a 
satisfactory settlement for representation for 
southern California that was fair That was a 
key move 

Yes On this, Mrs Snyder and I and Toby were 
in agreement Toby was from the Young 
Democrats I represented L A County, and Mrs 
Snyder, the state committee in the south 
How did the situation with Dime A Day for 
Democracy resolve itself’ 

To tell you the truth, I really don't remember 
Whether they were really part of us or whether 
they met side-by-side with us 
Didn't they finally disintegrate’ 

As I say, their motive was to endorse Bonelli 
I didn't know it at the time None of the clubs 
knew it at the time At our statewide 
convention, we only endorsed statewide 
candidates So the issue never came up as to 
whether the clubs should endorse Bonelli or not 
At that time, I think we were endorsing for 
state senator or something and we did have an 
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endorsing convention At that time, L A county 
had one state senator Whatever the office was, 
we set up an endorsing convention for that 
particular jurisdiction 

We were not interested in the Board of 
Equalization We did not set up a convention to 
endorse a board of equalization candidate In 
fact, the only Democrat running was Bonelli 
There wasn't a real problem after the meeting m 
Fresno with Dime A Day for Democracy' 7 
Not after Fresno 

That didn't become a fundamental problem for 
CDC* 7 

It came later 

Should we do that now 7 

Yes 

[Interruption] 

You said you wanted to comment on what happened 
at the 1953 Fresno meeting when CDC was formed 
There was a general understanding that I would 
be the candidate for first vice president, 
largely because of my work with the clubs I 
accepted that The night before the election we 
had a big banquet I was exhausted because just 
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getting that constitution done and other things 
had me up most of the night and I hadn't had 
much sleep 

Anyway, Paul Ziffren was our liberal 
leader Paul said that he would get two people 
to nominate me for this office I said, "Fine 
OK " I saw him that night and asked him whom he 
had gotten He said, "Never mind I will get 
them Don't worry " I said, "OK " I forget 
what we were doing in the morning, but I asked 
him again, "Who is going to nominate me 7 " 

[End Tape 3, Side A] 
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The convention was about to be called to order, 
and I once again asked Paul who he had gotten to 
nominate me And again he told me not to worry 
By then I was worried 

Was this the way he functioned 9 Was this 
typical of him 9 

I don't understand what happened Anyway, I 
decided that I had better take matters into my 
own hands So I went up to George Miller and I 
said, "George, I am running for vice president 
of CDC Will you nominate me 9 " He said, "Yes " 
We had two speaker for each nomination Next I 
went to Liz Snyder and I said, "Liz, I am 
running, as most people know, for first vice 
president of CDC Will you nominate me 9 " She 
said, "Yes " 

She didn't know that George was going to do 
it, and George didn't know she was going to do 
it Paul Ziffren didn't know that either one of 
them was going to do it I never talked to him 
again at that conference Then it was time for 
the elections I forget who was the chairman 
I gave him the names of Liz and George 
Who chaired the actual meeting 9 
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I don't remember Whether Alan had taken over 
and was handling it then, I don't know 
Was it Miller"* 

It wasn't Miller What I didn't know then was 
that George Miller and Liz Snyder were not good 
friends [Laughter] I was the real compromise 
candidate, I can tell you, with these arch 
rivals, arch opponents, nominating me I would 
have liked to have known what Paul's reaction 
was 

He never did line anybody up You were lucky 
that you stepped in 

I don't know whether at the last minute he would 
have had someone or not 

Did either of them comment to you afterwards"* 
Miller or Snyder"* 

No [Laughter] I think they were both in a 
state of shock Every old pro in the convention 
was probably in a state of shock Sometimes 
when you are naive and don't understand all the 
undercurrents, you can get into bizarre 
situations 

That's a great story Let's finish the story of 
Dime A Day for Democracy You said that later 
there was a crisis About when"* 
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My naivete was certainly demonstrated by asking 
Liz to nominate me and then George Miller to 
nominate me I assumed we were one, big, happy 
party and that we were going on to victory in 
1954 

One of the goals that Alan had was to put 
out a mailing piece in the primary that would 
include the statewide candidates and the local 
congressional and assembly candidates as well 
We would show the world that CDC made a 
difference It must have been the third or 
fourth district directors' meeting that we got 
this firmly m place The mailing piece was 
going to be a tabloid That was Alan's idea 
And the district approved it 

To raise the money to finance this thing we 
were going to have a fund-raising affair This 
would be the first statewide mailing that the 
Democrats had ever had (so far as I know), and 
it would show our united backing for all these 
candidates Naturally, where we had an 
incumbent congressman or assemblyman, the 
incumbent's name would be on this mailing piece 

So I came happily into the office after 


this weekend meeting of the district directors 
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Lillian Andrus was there She had been a good 
friend, and I had worked with her on the Graves 
endorsement I am ahead of myself We had had 
our endorsing convention 
This was for the '54 election 

For the '54 election We had already endorsed 
the candidates when the decision to have this 
tabloid was made Incidentally, at that 
endorsing convention, Liz was up there, as well 
as the Dime A Day people 

Anyway, I had no sooner arrived at the 
convention when Liz nabbed me and asked me if I 
would sign the petition for [Congressman Samuel 
W ] Sam Yorty for U S senator He was not one 
of our club heroes, but he was the viable 
candidate So I signed it My name practically 
headed the list She asked some other people, 
and they noticed that my name was there They 
didn't all sign, however Yorty won the 
endorsement, of course I might say that in 
politics, unless there is some big principle 
involved, you should do what you have to do with 
grace I was one of the first to sign Sam 
Yorty's petition With grace, I think 
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The big struggle came over [Richard] 

Graves I had worked with Glenn Anderson and 
Lillian Andrus and other people lining up votes 
in the south in support of Graves And so far 
as I knew, Liz Snyder and her colleagues were 
behind Graves, then, as opposed to Laurence 
Cross from Berkeley 

The nomination was a knock-down-drag-out 
thing Volunteers are very emotional The old 
pros control their feelings They are always 
able to shake hands and smile afterwards I am 
not that good, but I was much better than some 
of these volunteers They literally cried in 
their despair Their hearts truly bled The 
convention left a lot of scars for some of those 
who had been for Cross They yelled at each 
other and swore at each other and sobbed and 
cried It was a very emotional experience I 
have never seen anything like it before or 
since 

But Dick Graves won I thought he was a 
wonderful candidate I liked him personally I 
thought he had the qualities to be a good 
governor He was the head of the League of 
California Cities, the paid administrator, and 
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understood California's needs and the needs of 
the cities And all of these cities, the 
leadership people, had pledged their support to 
him Well, I don't know what happened, but that 
support for him began to fade away Maybe it 
was on account of the Bonelli thing He was not 
about to go along with that But so far as the 
power structure in the south was concerned, 
Bonelli was an essential part of it 
So Dime A Day started to fade back in its 
support of Graves at that point*? 

Yes And I think the issue was Bonelli As I 
said, we had meetings of the district directors, 
and we decided that we needed to have this 
tabloid for our endorsed candidates 

So after one of these meetings I came back 
to the office the following Monday morning, all 
cheers and smiles, and said, "Guess what*? CDC 
is going to have a tabloid and we are going to 
mail it out to every Democrat in every 
district " I think the first person I told it 
to was Lillian Andrus She didn't seem very 
joyful about it In fact, her support seemed 
rather tepid I also told Liz the news Again, 


not much enthusiasm there for a tabloid I 
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mentioned it also to Del Again, it was like a 
wet blanket down there I couldn't figure out 
what had happened Why the lack of enthusiasm 9 
The reason was that we were going to send this 
tabloid out, and there would be no Bonelli name 
on it in the south Dime A Day planned to have 
a mailing in the south, and it would have 
Bonelli's name on it for his district 
All those people were supportive of him Liz 
Snyder, Del Smith, and Lillian Andrus 9 
Yes 

How long did it take you to figure out what the 
problem was 9 

I really figured it out when we had a fund¬ 
raising affair to raise money for the tabloid 
Dime A Day, as I said, was going to have a mail- 
out to everyone in the south, too I don't 
think there was any Dime A Day mail-out m the 
north It was only where Bonelli was running 
Their mailing would have all of the statewide 
candidates as well as the congressional and the 
assembly candidates, provided they kicked in 
some money And Bonelli's name would be 


included 
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The CDC was made up mostly of volunteers 
All they knew about Bonelli was what they had 
read m the papers What some of them read made 
him out to be a crook Other people, it didn't 
bother them very much Some of the candidates 
thought it was important to be on that Dime A 
Day mailing list and did cough up the money 
Other candidates said that under no 
circumstances would they give any money, and 
they didn't want their name on the mailing list 
They thought that anything that had Bonelli's 
name was the kiss of death I remember one of 
the candidates running m San Diego County He 
was most emphatic about not having Bonelli's 
name on his literature 

There was a real split on this when it came 
out I wasn't really aware of Bonelli up to 
then He wasn't a meaningful candidate so far 
as I was concerned, anymore than a county 
supervisor was I never thought of the Board of 
Equalization as being an important political 
office I thought of it mostly as a nonpartisan 
thing 

CDC had to raise money to pay for the 
tabloid In the south CDC was going to have a 
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joint fund-raiser with the county committee in 
the south [Robert] Bob Gold was the district 
director from the Twenty-fourth District He 
was a tall, handsome man, a consultant on 
government matters He had arranged a planning 
meeting for the fund-raiser at Bea Rosenus' 
house m Beverly Hills I went to it Robert 
Hutchins was there and one of the big movie men 
I am sure that Bea Rosenus thought CDC must be 
an upscale organization with Hutchins and this 
movie man Alas, I never saw them again at any 
other CDC meeting They were there just for 
that meeting that Bob had put together 

Anyway, it was decided that CDC and the 
county committee would rent the [Hollywood] 
Palladium for a dance with champagne and 
cocktails first We would charge two dollars 
instead of the regular one dollar for these club 
events Bea Rosenus was appointed chairman of 
the event She was a wealthy Jewish woman who 
was new to politics She had time and she had 
money Again, she was the kind of person we 
wanted to get active in politics I think she 
thought the party would be something like a 
charity ball 



DOUGLASS 


151 


MYERS 


So you had this event at the Palladium 
At the Palladium What I found out then was 
that the powers that be were bucking it They 
didn't want it to succeed because they didn't 
want us to make money to send our mailer out 
There I was, the leader of the CDC in the south 
and organization chairman of the county 
committee, stuck with a dance and a party at the 
Palladium We printed tickets which were sent 
to all the clubs, urging them to sell We 
promised Hollywood entertainment, said the 
statewide candidates would be on hand and said 
it would be a fun party 

When I said the powers that be that meant 
the state committee Mrs Snyder and Del and 
Dime A Day people were not supporting the party 
Labor leaders did not support it In fact, we 
could not even get Hollywood talent [Robert] 
Bob Joseph was supposed to do that I forget 
the name of the organization that all of the 
talent belongs to, but this union said, "No 
Nothing doing " The orchestra at the Palladium 
was the Sauter-Fmnegan orchestra It was sort 
of avant-garde and provided a program of its 


own At least we had that 
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The ticket sales were moving I called 
everybody in the clubs whom I knew I even 
called people in the union in the lower ranks 
My telephone bill was $150 That meant a lot of 
phone calls in that day I really sat on it and 
have had an aversion to telephoning ever since 
We had Bob Jeans working for the county 
committee, or maybe he was still just a 
volunteer He had helped me The night before 
the event I had exactly $42 50 in cash from the 
sale of tickets The bill for the party was 
$3,000, for the Palladium and the band and 
things like that 
What happened 7 

What happened was that all the telephone calls 
paid off The champagne was donated by the wine 
growers of the north The north was still 
backing us This is where the north-south split 
really erupted The club movement was from then 
on aligned with the north and opposed to the 
leadership in the south 

Was this a statement on the part of the m- 
position leadership in the south that they 
really weren't going to go along with CDC 7 Or 
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they weren't going to go along with the tabloid 
endorsement 7 

They weren't going along with this party 
Why weren't they going along with the party 7 
Because we were going to put out the CDC 
tabloid, which was not going to have Bonelli's 
name on it 

Back to that same core 

We were in competition with their mail-out 
While nobody said they were not supporting the 
party, it was obvious that they were not 
supporting it [Laughter] I began sneaking 
into the office to make my calls 
You made your cost Did you make any money 7 
Oh, yes This was on a Sunday night The 
people began arriving early It was still 
sunlight, a nice, pleasant end of the day We 
passed out the champagne in the rear where 
people got out of their cars, which were then 
parked After the guests entered the Palladium, 
they had to pay for the drinks, and the profit 
went to the Palladium This was the deal we had 
made with the Palladium That afternoon we had 
the champagne bottles lined up outside and we 
were uncorking them as people began to arrive by 
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the scores All of the right people, my club 
people The clubs saved me I really knew 
these people personally And I had pleaded with 
them on the phone to come, and they did 

When we found out that we were not going to 
have any entertainment. Bob Joseph said, "We 
should make a real issue of this and put it in 
the paper about what the union was doing to us " 
I was appalled, "Good lord, no, Bob Don't say 
that," I begged "People will stay away for 
sure then Let's leave it as is " I wanted a 
successful party, not another political fight 
Bob did get a black singer to come who sang some 
songs Later, he was fined fifty dollars by the 
union for doing this I thought it was a mean- 
spirited thing to do We did pay the fine for 
him 

What was your net off of that events You had to 
cover $3,000 

As I recall, we made $3,000 I remember giving 
a big check to the county committee at its 
monthly meeting as its share 

That's amazing You were probably pleasantly 
surprised 


DOUGLASS 
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According to the L A Times —and I don't think 
we really had that many people—5,000 people 
gathered at the Palladium I really don't 
remember how much we made I seem to have a 
vague memory that I gave the county committee a 
check for $3,000, but that would have meant an 
attendance of 4,500 people For an equal amount 
of profit went to CDC 

Another factor that had helped me get a 
large attendance was my acquaintanceship with 
many union leaders at the local levels The 
union leaders could not come out and tell their 
members, "You can't support these people or 
support the CDC or support these statewide 
activities " Because these members were all 
good Democrats they were in our clubs 

As a matter of fact, one of the men in our 
Temple City Democratic club who had become 
involved in club politics was an old pro from 
Kansas City He loved politics He was a 
member of the teamsters, whose leaders opposed 
CDC leadership This man sold at least thirty 
tickets to his fellow teamsters on the job The 
auto workers were of course on our side My 


own club sold a lot of tickets I was not 
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counting my club's tickets as part of the $42 50 
because it turned in its money late just as the 
other clubs had done 

So after this event, did Dime A Day for 
Democracy fade’ 

No It was still going to put out its own 
mailing What we got into was a terrible 
brouhaha as to who was going to appear on the 
CDC and Dime A Day mailing CDC printed 
tabloids for each of the assembly districts 
What the incumbent assemblymen told me—and they 
are all part of this power structure—was that 
they would do the addressing themselves and 
bundle the papers for me I said, "All right 
I will come down and pick them up 11 I wasn't 
willing to risk having them mailed We were 
paying for the postage I am absolutely sure 
that every one of the assemblymen put m 
something for Bonelli I just feel it I never 
opened a bundle to find out because the tabloids 
went out under the CDC postage permit I think 
the opportunity to slip in a Bonelli piece was 
the reason the assemblymen were willing to send 


out the tabloids 
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I remember going down to [Assemblyman 
Augustus F ] Gus Hawkins' district and the 
assemblyman m Southgate I picked up their 
tabloids and trucked them off to the post 
office I did real legwork There may have 
been a little glory at the top, but there 
certainly was a lot of dog work in what I had to 
do in that campaign Dog work and worry 
If we could wrap up this discussion about Dime A 
Day for Democracy, did it finally fade from this 
scene’ 

After the Bonelli thing He lost 
That was it He lost and then he fled to 
Mexico They sort of disappeared as an 
organization 7 

As an organization, yes Also the duties of 
the Board of Equalization changed I don't know 
whether this change was put up as an initiative 
measure at the time or whether it was something 
the state legislature could do At any rate, 
the liquor licensing authority of the Board of 
Equalization was taken away 

I think it was on the ballot very soon along in 


there 
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Since liquor licensing no longer figured, why 
the raison d'etre for Dime A Day no longer 
existed But I must say the Palladium party was 
a scalding experience for me The night before 
I went down to the Palladium to check out the 
place Bob Joseph was with me The Palladium 
looked absolutely cavernous in size 
Remembering the $42 50 we had on hand, I 
thought, "How are we ever going to fill this 

up’ ?M 

An awesome problem 

But all the people who came had a great time 
They didn't miss the Hollywood talent because 
the band was good, had its own entertainment, 
and everyone was dancing away None of them 
knew the agony I had gone through Mrs Rosenus 
did because she agonized too, and she had 
labored mightily to make the evening a success, 
but that ended her career m political 
volunteerism 

Let me ask you about Pat Brown in terms of this 
early period of CDC Did Brown have a presence 
at the Fresno meeting in '53^ 

No He was planning to run for governor I 
think he was pretty sure of his own success 
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He was running for attorney general 
He was running for attorney general I don't 
think he was worried at all about this He was 
an incumbent I don't know who the Republicans 
fielded against him, but Brown was confident of 
winning What was probably concerning him was 
the problem of getting reasonably unified 
support for his race for governor some years 
later 

We are leading up to '58, which you described as 
your high point Joe Wyatt became president of 
CDC at the end of '57, when Cranston went out 
Do you want to comment about Wyatt 7 
I had another knock-down fight m '56 I was 
first vice president through this '54 election 
We lost, but we had a unified campaign and there 
was a high-voting turnout It marked the 
turning point in Democratic fortunes So the 
question was who was to succeed me 

Our unofficial southern caucus met down at 
the Ambassador Hotel m one of the dining rooms 
Goldie Kennedy was there, Don Rose, and Faye 
Porter Paul Ziffren was also there I 
suggested Joe Wyatt as the candidate to succeed 


me 
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With the idea of Cranston would stay on as 
president 

Cranston did stay on as president 

In '54 Right So Wyatt became first vice 

president at that time m '54^ 

No Joe was never just vice president I think 
he kept the same office as secretary As I 
said, I had suggested that Joe Wyatt succeed me 
The others didn't jump on that Joe was bright 
and conscientious He showed up at all the 
meetings and had great presence Then someone 
mentioned Bob Gold Faye Porter said, "No You 
cannot have Bob Gold " She knew something about 
Bob Gold that she was not willing to discuss, 
but she felt he was disqualified from the 
office 

Then someone mentioned Glenn Anderson Don 
Rose and Paul Ziffren said, "Oh, yes Glenn 
Anderson will do " Glenn was their choice he 
was not mine My first choice was always Joe 
Wyatt But this was the group I was working and 
programming with, and what was their choice 
became my choice The important thing to me was 
if I carried any weight in CDC, then I and my 
supporters certainly ought to be able to say who 
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should succeed me Well, unbeknownst to me— 
although I was vaguely aware of it—the north 
did not like Glenn Anderson I do not know why 
Whether he was on the other side of their power 
structure, or whether he was too much a country- 
hick kind of a fellow, I don't know I know he 
had more money than most assemblymen, but he 
always seemed a small-town kind of operator 
The northern Democrats always seemed more 
worldly and sophisticated than the southern 
Democrats 

The person who should have known about this 
feeling was Paul Ziffren because he was 
programming very closely always with Don 
Bradley who was Roger Kent's paid assistant to 
run the party affairs m the north Bob Gold 
ended up being a candidate running against Glenn 
Anderson As I said, Faye Porter had said, "We 
cannot support Bob Gold " Bob was tall, 
handsome, and polished He had the kind of 
presence to recruit people like Bea Rosenus, 
Robert Hutchins, and top-level film officials, 
although during the hard moments of the 
Palladium party he was consulting m the north, 
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leaving me to deal with Bea Rosenus and the 
difficulties of the event 

But, anyway, the ordinary delegate thought 
that Gold was fine In comparison with him, 
Glenn seemed rather mousy And it became clear 
that the north was going to vote for Bob Gold 
Our state convention became like a national 
convention The caucus leaders had liquor m 
the room, and they were talking to all the 
delegates And as fast as I got someone to be 
for Glenn Anderson, they would call the delegate 
in and switch him over to Bob Gold The only 
area that I was sure about was Los Angeles 
County The top officers were supposed to be 
elected statewide, as CDC was supposed to be a 
statewide organization 

When you are busy lining up votes, you 
don't always take part m what is going on in 
the actual convention That was the situation 
with me What I didn't realize during that day 
was that the delegates had voted to expand the 
number of vice presidents I believe we now had 
five vice presidents for five state regions 
The delegates didn't want Los Angeles County to 
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dominate the south So now there was a vice 
president m the area outside LA in the south 
These were regional vice presidents 7 
Yes We had two more regional vice presidents 
now The full implication of that really didn't 
register with me I was too busy trying to line 
up votes for Glenn Anderson, and my own people 
like Don Rose and Goldie didn't seem to realize 
the deep trouble that we were in They were not 
counting votes the way I was There was a 
fellow who was on the L A school board, Ralph 
Richardson He was a good speaker I was 
working with him and another delegate from the 
South Bay 

Finally, late at night we just quit We 
decided that we couldn't do anymore I think we 
went up to my room He told some funny stories 
to cheer me up, if possible [Laughter] I 
finally went to bed thinking that Bob Gold was 
going to win the first vice presidency, and I 
was going to lose 

Sometime in the night while I was sleeping 
and thinking, I thought of the way to get Glenn 
Anderson elected as first vice president It 
dawned on me that if we were going to elect five 
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people on a regional basis, the whole point of 
electing people on a statewide basis was lost 
Statewide, the delegates didn't know these 
regional candidates Only the regional people 
would know them So the sensible thing was to 
have only the president, the secretary, the 
treasurer elected as statewide candidates, and 
all of these vice presidents elected by their 
respective regions 

The next morning I rose early I found 
Jack [J ] Spitzer I am not very good at 
Robert's Rules of Order , which is why I tried to 
diminish their importance in club meetings, but 
Jack was a splendid parliamentarian So X found 
Jack and said, "This is how we can win I can 
carry Los Angeles County " The county I knew 
like the back of my hand I knew the people and 
knew what to say to them to convince them to 
vote for Glenn I said, "This is the way to do 
it You have to be the one who makes the move 
from the floor that we elect these vice 
presidents on a regional basis " 

We cornered Alan on the street to the 
convention hall We said, "Alan, this is what 
we want to do Please be sure to recognize Jack 
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Spitzer when he stands up " We went to the 
conference After it got under way, and just 
before the elections were to take place, Jack 
Spitzer stood up Alan Cranston called on him, 
and Jack made the motion that vice presidents be 
elected by their own delegations from their 
respective districts There was Pandemonium 
This upset everybody's plan But on the 
surface, the move seemed so logical nobody could 
argue against it And they couldn't There 
wasn't time to organize to realign their votes 
So it passed 
It passed 

That's amazing So each region held its own 

election there at the convention 7 

Yes 

And Glenn Anderson won 9 
He won first vice president 
That's a good political story 

It was Afterwards I went up to Paul Ziffren 
and I went to Roger Kent and said, "If you are 
not going to back the candidates I am 
supporting, why don't you tell me 9 " Roger was 
ducking me all the time He didn't want to tell 
me Paul wasn't ducking me, but we weren't 



166 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 

DOUGLASS 

MYERS 

DOUGLASS 

MYERS 

DOUGLASS 


MYERS 

DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


talking either But I really gave him and Roger 
a piece of my mind I said I worked closely 
with them and I had expected them to work 
closely with me If I had known they had not 
wanted Glenn Anderson, we could have worked that 
out 

What happened was that Cranston remained 
president through '57 We are not getting up to 
the turnover to Joe Wyatt Was that an obvious 
thing for Wyatt to come in to succeed Cranston 9 
Cranston was still president at the next 
endorsement convention 

Would that be '56 9 You were just talking about 
'55 

I guess it was 

I have Wyatt as president starting at the end of 
'57 

I don't know what happened m '56 I was an 
organization chairman of CDC 

Let me track that You went out as first vice 
president Then were you asked to be 
organization chairman 9 
Yes 

Who asked you to do that 9 The president 9 
Yes 
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So that meant you were doing statewide for CDC 
what you were still doing in L A county 7 
Yes, m a sense I never went up north to 
organize clubs What I was really doing was 
preparing material and giving seminars and 
things like that for CDC I had a list of how¬ 
to books How to set up a headquarters How to 
organize an endorsing convention How to 
organize a precinct organization How to do 
precinct work This kind of thing 

My real basic power continued always to be 
as organization chairman of the L A County 
Central Committee That I never gave up I 
didn't have the time nor the money to go up and 
down the state as a vice president I was 
conscientious about what I did 
That is why you opted out 7 

I had a family, too, that I had to think about 
Was Wyatt the obvious choice to succeed Cranston 
as president of CDC 7 
I think so 

You were always supportive of him 7 

Yes He has great presence in a convention 

When I first knew Alan, I didn't know whether he 


did or not It turned out he did Alan also 
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learned how to count votes We both learned 
that In the U S Senate, one of his strengths 
is that he can line up the votes and knows how 
many votes he has Even now, they still rely on 
him 

Why did Cranston opt out as president' 5 Do you 
know* 5 Why was there a change" 5 He had done it 
for four years 

I am not aware that he did opt out Are you 
absolutely sure" 5 

I have this from the Mellon dissertation I 
have the years of the presidents Wyatt from 
'57 to '61 and [Thomas] Carvey from '61 to '65 
Do you have the feeling that Cranston was still 
president through '5S* 5 Is that what you are 
thinking" 5 

It seems to me that he was The reason was 
because we were facing the 1958 endorsing 
convention We felt it was going to be a 
Democratic year Pat Brown was going to run for 
governor, although Pat was coy about it He 
wanted to be 100 percent sure He doesn't like 
to have any doubt, if he can avoid it So he 
wanted everything to fall in place before he 


made a formal announcement 
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This kept everybody biting their 
fingernails, especially [Congressman] Clair 
Engle, who wanted to run for U S Senate But 
he was only going to run and give up his 
congressional seat if Pat Brown was the 
candidate He was absolutely confident that Pat 
could win and that nobody else could That was 
why we all thought it was going to be a 
Democratic year Pat was going to lead a 
winning ticket So the close admirers of Alan— 
and this happens to candidates who have blindly 
loyal supporters—advised Alan to run for U S 
Senate 

Against Engle 

Yes I wrote Alan a long letter in which I 
said, "Looking it over, I don't think you should 
run for U S Senate " He had no political 
experience except as president of CDC His 
sources of finance were not great I know that 
as a result of that fight we had m CDC on that 
Dime A Day thing that he wouldn't get very far 
in the south with the big money I said I 
thought that he should go for controller They 
wouldn't fight him But I said that if he went 
for U S Senate, the opposition would really 
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take him on as well as the CDC and probably run 
someone against him 

I don't know whether he felt I was 
personally disloyal to him or not I thought 
this was the highest form of loyalty, to give 
him my honest, straightforward feeling I 
wanted him to have a political career, but I 
thought he couldn't start at the top 

Then when that decision was finally made on 
the part of the leadership of CDC the next 
thing was to try to get the rank-and-file CDC 
people to go for Engle I was trying to think 
what happened m 1956 What we had was a big 
endorsement convention where we had the 
donnybrook between Sam Yorty and Richard 
Richards And Sam Yorty said that the CDC was 
rigged, stacked, and something else, packed 
maybe It was a stormy convention 
And Richard Richards was endorsed 
We formally endorsed him He won the primary 
but lost the general 
Correct 


[End Session 2] 

[End Tape 3, Side B] 
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Mrs Myers, you said you wanted to make comments 
about the postprimary part of the 1954 state 
elections 

Yes The controversy continued It went into 
the election of the state chairmanship Mrs 
Snyder decided that she wanted to be chairman, 
and she got the support of the coalition that 
was behind her By then, I had become aware 
that she was personally involved with the liquor 
lobby through her husband Since there had been 
so much scandal—it had ruined a couple of 
Republican candidates—I was concerned that it 
also could hurt the Democrats I decided that I 
would not support Mrs Snyder 

On the other hand, the state committee has 
always been under the control of the state 
legislature The legislators have the votes 
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because they are the ones who appoint the 
members to the state committee from their 
jurisdictions So I didn't think it was 
possible or likely that someone from the liberal 
volunteer wing could win the chairmanship So I 
was casting about for someone who was suitable 
I told this to Alan I guess at the time the 
people from the north were considering the 
possibility of someone else, too First, they 
talked about [ ] Dan Kimball He seemed to be 

a big enough figure 
Who was Dan Kimball 7 

He was chairman of a tire company and a big 
wheel in Washington politics but from 
California I thought maybe he had sufficient 
standing with the more conservative wing that he 
could win it I said, "Yes That would be 
fine I would back him " Pat Brown called me 
on the phone Alan had gotten him to call me 
He didn't say very much, and X didn't say very 
much It was a friendly supportive call The 
candidate who finally appeared was [Assemblyman 
William A ] Bill Munnell But, m the meantime, 
the liberals had gotten behind Steve Zetterberg 
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By then I had really committed myself to 
what I thought was a more powerful person to 
challenge the incumbent assemblymen from the 
south 

Who had you committed yourself to 7 

Dan Kimball, Bill Munnell Whoever I thought 

could get votes away from 

You decided that is the kind of person you would 
support 

Yes I had gotten deeply involved in it As it 
happened, whatever opposition there was in the 
north disappeared So Liz did get to be 
elected Bill ran and won some votes Steve 
ran and got the liberal-wing votes I sort of 
regret that I got off on that tack In the 
future, I had decided never to get involved with 
a candidate unless I got a personal assurance 
from him As it was, Dan Kimball was not the 
candidate, but Bill Munnell, whom I had to 
support Nothing wrong with him except he 
couldn't get the votes either It was a rather 
bitter state committee convention 

After the convention, when we were getting 
ready for the statewide campaign, it became more 
apparent to me that the southern leaders were 
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not supporting Dick Graves for governor 
Although, as I said, m the beginning when he 
was nominated by CDC, they did seem to be m 
support of him 

What had happened, apparently, was that 
labor had decided that they were going to back 
[Governor Goodwin J ] Goodie Knight Their 
feeling was that they could make the difference 
in the election And I suppose the other powers 
aligned with them went that way too I was 
aware from working in the Democratic 
headquarters that there was this change m 
feeling It became crystal clear just before 
the election because the AFL sponsored a 
television show and had invited both Yorty and 
Knight I don't think Yorty was actually side 
by side with Goodie Knight but, rather, first 
Goodie Knight and then Yorty I think Zsa Zsa 
Gabor was somehow involved in that program 

When I heard about it, I was outraged that 
this slate we had worked so hard for at the CDC 
convention was being flaunted by the Yorty 
people I remember I called up some of the 
directors and said, "We must protest this show " 
Maybe we did The show went on, in any event 



175 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


The show took place just a few days before the 
election I guess the AFL thought that it was 
powerful enough so they could influence the 
voters to split their votes between Yorty and 
Knight 

It didn't work out that way Graves lost 
by a fair margin But so did Sam Yorty by a 
very, very small margin I am sure the other 
side was very disappointed by it It was [U S 
Senator Thomas H ] Kuchel, I believe, who won 
I think one of the effects of that election was 
that the opposition began to feel that while CDC 
couldn't launch a candidate and win, it was 
powerful enough so that it had a negative effect 
on the vote 

This was true in the Forty-fourth Assembly 
District A very obnoxious person was backed by 
the powers that be, and he lost in the primary 
When you say "the powers that be," what does 
that mean 9 

It meant it was labor, controlled more or less 
by the teamsters, the liquor lobby, George 
McClain, and independent oil Nobody sat down 
and gave me a lecture on this I figured it out 
from the way the support went in an election 
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We had an awful lot of cocktail parties and 
fund-raisers of one kind or another It was 
important to go to these things because it was 
there that you began to sense the realignments 
that were always taking place for city elections 
and special elections, etc 

Did the powers that be include some incumbent 
legislators'* 

Oh, yes All of the incumbent assemblymen in 
the south, except Bill Munnell and [Assemblyman] 
Allen Miller out in the Forty-first 
You were referring to a group that you thought 
of as the powers that be and you named 
categories but not elected officials 
I never thought elected officials were the 
influence I thought that they were the 
consequences I think they went along to get 
along That was about it They weren't the 
ones who were making the decisions But m this 
Forty-fourth District this obnoxious person ran 
and was defeated There were enough active 
Democrats to know what an unpleasant person he 
was So the powers that be ran him again and 
again he was defeated Then they got smart 


DOUGLASS 


Who was it 9 
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[Joseph] Joe Kinnick But the person they 
finally got was an amiable fellow He was still 
their man, but he got along with the club 
people He came to some of my organization 
meetings He was sufficiently independent that 
he was his own man m some areas 

That is one of the important things about 
getting intelligent people elected to office 
There are always constraints on power I 
understand that, and they understand it The 
important thing is that one should know where 
this constraint ends and where one is free to 
act and not be totally constrained One needs a 
certain intelligence to know when one is free 
and when one is not These constraints are with 
everyone We know there are certain limits that 
we can't transcend, and we don't, if we want to 
get along m this world and if we want to be 
effective 

Do you have more comments about that '54 year** 

No That ended that The next big year, of 
course, was m '56 In the off years, CDC did 
have issues conventions to keep the troops 
excited and interested Democratic volunteers 


love resolutions They like to go to 
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conventions to present them and to vote for 
them So issues were a way to keep club 
organizations alive 

The endorsing conventions were the ones 
that were critical and important The next 
endorsing convention was the one which Richard 
Richards attended and where Sam Yorty said the 
convention was rigged and stacked and then 
walked out 

When did you hold that convention 7 
A convention always has to be held m the spring 
because of the state primary endorsement We 
still had cross-filing So it had to be done 
before June 

Would you meet m March or April 7 
About that time And then after the primary the 
state committee meets to elect its officers 
The state committee meets m September and 
before the general 7 

So [Helen] Rudd Brown and I went to the 1956 
state committee convention I had met Rudd 
Brown m the first Stevenson campaign I met 
her through Patricia Kimball here in Claremont 
She was then living in Pasadena and was working 
at Caltech [California Institute of Technology] 
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and had met Rudd and Harrison through her 30 b 
My husband and I met both of them at Tish's 
apartment We thought the Browns were an 
attractive couple 

I discovered that Rudd was very dedicated 
to Adlai Stevenson After Stevenson was 
nominated and the campaign was being organized, 
Goldie Kennedy had become the women's division 
chairman for the south, I guess She was 
certainly a wheel She must have been the 
chairman then Anyway, she asked me to be the 
Stevenson campaign chairman for southern 
California, but I was so busy organizing these 
clubs (the volunteers were calling m wanting to 
help Stevenson) that I said, "No, Goldie It is 
a great honor, but I really don't have the time 
I have to organize these people and work in L A 
County " 

I said, "Why don't we get a new person who 
is not overly committed who admires Stevenson 
and could bring m some fresh blood 7 " And I 
suggested Rudd's name Finally, Rudd was 
appointed as the southern California 
representative for Stevenson, which pleased her 
very much 
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What year was it you met Rudd Brown 7 
That would have been m the '52 campaign We 
were in touch throughout this state convention 
She was part of the Altadena Democratic club 
We went up to the state convention together I 
talked about the possibility of her being the 
women's division chairman for the south because 
she had gotten some exposure through her work as 
being southern chairman for Stevenson It was a 
tentative proposal 

When we reached Sacramento, we discovered 
that both Carmen Warschaw and Faye Porter wanted 
to be the women's division chairman for the 
south Faye had the liberal support I never 
dared go against her She took everything very 
personally m politics Carmen Warschaw was on 
the conservative side, so she was m a position 
of power The Warschaws could give money if 
they chose to give money Sometimes they did 
and sometimes they didn't Anyway, Faye and 
Carmen came from the same congressional 
district They both disliked each other very 
much 

I told Rudd, "We can't get into this kind 
of a cross fire " And Glen Wilson said, "But 
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don't pull out ,f And we didn't What happened 
was that Faye and Carmen destroyed each other 
In this vacuum Rudd became the candidate I 
would say the conservatives were left without a 
candidate At the last minute, they brought 
forward Faustina Johnson She was a black woman 
who had been active m politics m the Southgate 
area, sort of with the union people I recall 
that when we went over to the election, we met 
[Albert T ] Blackie Lunceford from the CIO, and 
he told Rudd, "You understand that I am going to 
have to vote for my longtime friend, Faustina 
Johnson " Most of what we knew was that 
Faustina and Blackie were usually at each 
other's throats But they were on the same side 
and he did vote for her 

Allen Miller made one of the nominating 
speeches He was the assemblyman from the 
Forty-first Assembly District He was one of 
the assemblymen who was not in the liquor 
alignment of power He said nice things about 
Rudd and his final statement was "She is the 
granddaughter of William Jennings Bryan " Which 
didn't really please her, but it had a positive 


effect She did win 
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Incidentally, what was Rudd's give name 7 
So far as I know she was Helen Rudd Brown She 
was very conscious of the fact that she was 
overshadowed by the fame of her grandfather and 
the fame of her mother And, to a certain 
degree, by the fame of Harrison Helen, she 
felt, was about as nondescript a name as one 
could get To establish her own identity she 
called herself Rudd 
Which was her middle name 

Later on that did play an important part in her 
campaign 

So this put her front and center 
Yes We did some interesting things when she 
was the chairman She had a good connection 
with a fellow at Caltech who did studies on 
attitudes of people We got him to frame a 
questionnaire Then we recruited groups of 
volunteers to go out and canvass the voters on 
how they felt on certain issues and how they had 
voted for candidates Kefauver and Stevenson m 
the presidential primary Stevenson had won, 
but it had been a hard-fought fight 

Interestingly enough, we found that the 
people who were what we called the Okies and 
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Arkies of the Democratic party voted mainly for 
Kefauver and the blacks and the Mexicans had 
voted for this witty, intellectual, egghead 
Stevenson [Laughter] 

You got to know Rudd Brown better and better 
through this period*? 

Yes, '56 was the second Stevenson campaign 
Paul Ziffren wanted to be national committeeman 
He had not yet endeared himself to the powers 
that be, so he had to rely upon the volunteers 
to provide the margin of support to give him the 
national committeeman He had fairly good 
support m the north On the other hand, Pat 
Brown knew that he wanted to run for governor, 
and he was not about to alienate some of the 
important people he was going to need m that 
race so he did not play a decisive role 

The race was not clear sailing for Paul 
But he was very ingenious and very intelligent, 
and he arranged to have the delegates to the 
convention be nominated from the congressional 
districts These names, of course, had to 
appear on the ballot and be voted upon So the 
Stevenson delegates were selected by the liberal 
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volunteer wing of the party, and these were 
Paul's votes 

I was nominated as the delegate from the 
Twentieth Congressional District The Stevenson 
ticket won in the primary, so I got to be a 
delegate to the national convention Rudd was 
also a delegate Harrison went to the 
convention also The Browns knew important 
people from NBC [National Broadcasting Company] 
and knew other well-known personalities I met 
some of these people through them So that was 
another occasion that helped Rudd and me to know 
each other well 

As you know, Stevenson did not win his 
second campaign It was a very confused 
campaign It was not as clear-cut as the first 
one Harrison was an adviser to Stevenson on 
the H-bombs and the danger of fallout What 
really threw the presidential campaign into 
confusion was that England and France had 
launched an attack m the Suez Canal 
Eisenhower did not support them, and this 
country, of course, supported Eisenhower The 
whole campaign finally revolved around this 
issue The issues we expected to campaign on 
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and which we expected to influence people were 
not m the forefront This shows how events can 
alter the political fortunes of people m 
unexpected ways 

You had been building up to this large crescendo 
with the hope of electing Stevenson Were you 
terribly disappointed that he lost 0 
Oh, yes Most of us felt then that two times 
was it Rudd Brown's grandfather ran a third 
time, and it was more disastrous than his other 
campaigns There was a memory of that There 
were some people who couldn't bear to give 
Stevenson up But those who were more pragmatic 
about politics felt that this campaign was 
Stevenson's last shot 

What kind of regrouping did people like CDC 
members and other party people in California do 
after that national defeat where this was so 
much focus of hopes and energy 0 

The Stevenson mystique lived on It continued 
to support the club movement And the idea that 
they were participating in politics was still 
rather strong with volunteers 

One of the things I would like to comment 
on is that other things were happening m the 
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Democratic party during this time The state 
senate, which had been in the control of the 
Republicans, was filled with aging senators 
One by one, in rather rapid succession they 
died So we were holding special elections in 
their districts In the meantime, a measure had 
been approved that increased the salaries of the 
senators and assemblymen The salary did make a 
difference We began to get a higher caliber 
person 

[Interruption] 

Don Bradley was the paid field man for the 
state committee in the north Most of these 
vacancies were occurring in the north because 
senators were elected on a county basis and most 
of the counties were in the north Don was 
getting Democrats to get behind one candidate m 
these races I think we had Democratic 
majorities in registration, and by getting a 
unified campaign, we were picking up state 
senators We had splendid men like [Senator] 
James [A ] Cobey, a Harvard Law School graduate 
who had became a state senator [Senator] Fred 
[S ] Farr was one of the first people to get 
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involved m the environment He was from 
Monterey and Santa Cruz 

So the makeup of the state legislature was 
changing And the Democrats were beginning to 
take charge In the '58 election, that victory 
was made complete So for the first time in 100 
years, or forever, the Democrats were m control 
of the state of California And I think the 
volunteer movement people like Stevenson, had 
something to do about this The Republicans 
were aging and were not getting young attractive 
candidates They had Nixon and Hillings 
So you think that it was key that through this 
period you have been gearing up and keying up, 
for a variety of reasons you have discussed, and 
were ready to take advantage of the situation 
and run people 9 Would that be a key component 
in the '58 success 9 A cumulative success 
Yes By then we had the feeling that Pat Brown, 
who was the attorney general, was a winner if he 
chose to run As I said, he liked something to 
be about 100 percent sure if possible He was 
rather slow to make an announcement, which kept 
people like Clair Engle in a tizzy Clair 
wanted to run for senate, but he wasn't going to 
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run unless Pat was the candidate for governor 
because he didn't think he would win But if 
Pat was the gubernatorial candidate, he was sure 
that he would 

This was the interesting time when we made 
up a slate again That was the time that I 
recommended to Alan that he not run for U S 
Senate but that he run for controller It was 
important to have the powerful people back this 
slate If they didn't have enough of their 
people on the slate, they wouldn't support it 
But if they had enough of their people on it, 
they were not going to buck it Clair Engle was 
their man They would buy Alan and some of the 
others, not happily, but they were not going to 
tear the party in two on account of it 

So we came out of the convention with a 
unified slate I backed Clair Engle and so did 
Rudd, who was there with me Together we 
reached the club people who were reluctant to 
endorse him I told Del Smith and the rest and 
Jesse Unruh, "Stay away You are not the people 
who can persuade the club people to support 
Clair Engle " So Engle was endorsed Alan was 
endorsed other people were endorsed There 
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were enough people on the ticket for everybody 
So while the powers that be didn't like some of 
our candidates and we didn't like some of their 
candidates, everybody liked Pat Brown 

So we had a unified slate But, yes, there 
was talk about bucking that slate Some of 
those nominees were a little hard for the powers 
to swallow And they were not all great 
nominations Liberals don't always have good 
judgment 

I think I hear you saying, and correct me if I 
am wrong, that CDC and the formal party 
structure, everyone could agree on a slate and 
go with it 
We did agree 

That is what made a difference in that elect ion * 5 
I think Brown would have won, come what may 
But the others really needed to have a slate and 
united backing I think the experience of Sam 
Yorty proved that And I think it was the Sam 
Yorty experience which held everyone to the 
slate And we backed Clair Engle, too 
You described this as the high point for you 
It was a high point But prior to this meeting 


I had 
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Which meeting 7 

The prepnmary endorsement I had a chocolate 
sundae with Rudd in a tearoom (now defunct) next 
to Magnin's in Pasadena Out of the blue, she 
told me, "I would like to run for congress some 
day " I said, "You would 7 " It had never 
occurred to me, partly because her district was 
a Republican area, and I didn't know that she 
wanted to get into politics that deeply I 
think the reason she was interested in running 
is that she wanted to lay the ghost of her 
mother and her grandfather and establish her own 
identity 

So I said, "I will think about that If I 
think there is ever a time you should run, I 
will tell you " Later on, I was going to 
organizing meetings where we were talking about 
the state elections More and more, I got the 
feeling that this was going to be a Democratic 
year, that finally we were going to go over the 
top We had been improving all along and 
getting people elected and Pat Brown certainly 
seemed a winner 

So I went to her and said, "Rudd, if you 
want to run for congress, I think this is the 



191 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


year to do it I think it is going to be a 
Democratic year Pat Brown will be running for 
governor He will be getting a lot of Democrats 
out Your district is not so overwhelming 
Republican but what a Democratic candidate might 
not have a chance " 

Which congressional district was that? 

It was the Twenty-first Congressional District 
[Congressman Edgar W ] Hiestand was the 
incumbent I said, "If it were a heavily 
Democratic district, the powers that be wouldn't 
let you run They would want their own man So 
you have to take a chance where they don't think 
it is worth the try " As I say, most of the 
pros feel you have to have about a 58 to 60 
percent registration margin to win, which makes 
them sort of cowardly in some of these areas 
Rudd thought about it and talked to Harrison 
about it At this endorsing convention where we 
both had worked for Engle 

Incidentally, after that nomination, 
because I had worked hard, Don Bradley thought 
that maybe I wanted to be on the Engle campaign 
in a full-time capacity So he told me that the 
coordinators for Engle would be John Gaffney 
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from the old Twenty-fifth here in Baldwin Park, 
who was always supportive of Liz and her 
campaign, and Edith Saros, who was linked with 
the volunteer element of the party Her husband 
was George Saros, and he had a public relations 
office We usually contracted through him for 
billboard space and things like that However, 
Don didn't know that Rudd was thinking about 
congress and if she was going to run, I was 
going to manage her campaign 

Rudd and I talked about congress some more 
She talked about it to her friends There was a 
couple, the [Matthew] Sands He was a professor 
at Caltech, and neither one thought Rudd should 
run Matt went down to the registrar of voters 
office and looked up the voting records in 
assembly district campaigns and congressional 
campaigns for several years back He analyzed 
these records for Harrison, Rudd, and me one 
night in the Brown home Statistically he 
didn't think Rudd could win 

Statistically, he gave the incumbent a 3 
percent advantage I wish I had his figures 
because they would be useful in other campaigns 
I think he was right I think an incumbent does 
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have about a 3 percent voting edge, which is why 
more people are willing to enter an open 
district because they know they are running 
against someone unknown or someone almost as 
unknown as they themselves At that time, the 
registration m the Twenty-first District was 
something like fifty-something [percent] in 
favor of the Democrats and like 45 [percent] for 
the Republicans And then we had the decline- 
to-state and other people who made up the 
difference 
Within that district 

Yes Harrison had a lot of respect for Matt 
Sands He understood statistics as well as 
anyone else I said I was making my 
recommendation on intuition, that it was going 
to be a Democratic year I didn't know to what 
degree it would carry over to the congressional 
race I thought Rudd was a special kind of a 
person, that Hiestand was a pretty reactionary 
Republican, that, with all of the things there, 
intuitively I thought there was a chance In 
the end, the Browns sided with intuition rather 


than the statistics 



194 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


DOUGLASS 


MYERS 


About when was this 7 In the spring of '58 7 You 
said you had been to the endorsing convention 
Yes I don't know whether Rudd had finally made 
up her mind then, but I think it was pretty much 
made up I don't know just when this 
conversation with Matt Sands took place The 
Browns deliberated quite a while, and then they 
finally decided to go for it 
And you were to be the campaign manager 7 
Yes One of the difficulties in Democratic 
campaigns is that there is a lack of experienced 
people m campaign management I think the 
Browns hoped to pay me I think I did get ten 
dollars a week for a girl to clean up my house 
I had a son and a husband went to Democratic 
parties My husband also got to go to the 
cocktail parties, and my son, as a little boy, 
did precinct work and went to the picnics We 
lived the Democratic party at that time 
It sounds like you didn't have a lot of time to 
get the campaign together for the primary 
No We still had cross-filing, although 
Hiestand had to put "REP" after his name We 
had an opponent, [William] Bill Stethem I 
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think he was encouraged to run again by the 
powers that be 

So she didn't have stiff competition in the 
primary** 

No But we had to campaign, and we got a 
mailing out The one thing that was an 
advantage is that the organizational work I had 
done, countywide and southern California wide, 
paid off in that district We had clubs to fall 
back on The headquarters that counted was the 
one that was set up m the Forty-second Assembly 
District [William] Bill Roscom was running, 
although he lost in the primary But the 
headquarters was manned and paid for by 
Democratic volunteers I got club people to 
address the mail-out pieces It was a lot of 
work on my part, but there was support out 
there 

The other plus was that Harrison was a 
secret weapon He raised the money for the 
campaign Tish Kimball worked in the campaign, 
but she worked under Harrison Rudd was a good 
candidate m the sense that a candidate has to 
be good there was a charismatic feeling about 
her There was a certain glamor to her person 
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Was she a good speaker"? 

Not exactly She was certainly nervous because 
she was always thinking that people were going 
to expect her to give a "cross-of-gold-speech " 
She didn't have that kind of deep voice, the 
chest, that her mother and her grandfather had 
Her voice does not carry very well She is 
marvelous at small group meetings and at dinner 
conversation because she is witty and quick 
She did gain experience Later, after the 
campaign, she actually did go out and give 
lectures Again, her mother had done that I 
think she wanted to be able to match what her 
mother had done 

So you got through the primary pretty well, 
right 7 

Yes We built up organization as we went along 
I set the strategy for the campaign For 
example, the name Rudd was very important 
because it did not reveal the sex of the person 
If you didn't know, you assumed that Rudd was a 
man On billboards, then, it was "Rudd Brown," 
in great big gold letters on a blue background 
So the policy was that we would only show Rudd's 
picture when we had a positive story to 
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accompany it that the story would cause people 
to be supportive of her candidacy Or so we 
thought That was one of the policy decisions 
that we made Another was that we would place 
Hiestand back in her grandfather's time 

And, also, she and I had it out on just 
what role this family of hers was going to play 
in the campaign I said she had been under 
their shadow all these years and now we were 
going to exploit them for whatever it was worth 
It had to be done delicately and carefully But 
if we could get some votes out of it, we were 
going to do it She went along and felt pretty 
good about it So from then on it became a 
matter of a tradition of family service And 
anything that we could tie into that tradition, 
we did 

From my advertising experience I am a great 
believer m photographs I kept a photographer 
on call If there was any kind of a meeting 
that had a story to it, I got him out to 
photograph it There was a woman from Norway 
who had come over to give a talk to the women's 
division So I got a picture of Rudd with that 
women and, again, we were able to relate that 
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meeting to the days when Rudd had lived in 
Denmark with her mother And also there was a 
boy, [ ] Lenny Ross, who had won $60,000 on 

one of these quiz programs He was the quiz kid 
of the area, and he was supporting Rudd Brown 
So I got a picture of Lenny and Rudd, saying 
that he was betting his money on Rudd Brown 
What kind of a campaign was Hiestand putting on 7 
No campaign then An incumbent never really 
acknowledges the challenger That is considered 
wrong I knew that so I felt we could be pretty 
free m saying all kinds of things about him and 
that he would }ust keep an aloof silence That 
was about the way it was, except that they could 
afford some poll taking, apparently 


[End Tape 4, Side A] 
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[Begin Tape 4, Side B] 

MYERS We got some feedback that the Hiestand people 

were saying that Rudd should go by her real 
name, which was Helen Rudd Brown So that 
strategy apparently was paying off Another 
campaign play Rudd had been a WAVE [Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service] 
officer m the navy So among her other 
qualifications we said she was a veteran 
Hiestand had been too old for the war I think 
that got under his skin a bit As I said, we 
felt free to do a lot of things 

Since she brought a kind of charisma and 
glamor to the campaign, a lot of people were 
willing to be associated with the campaign 
Joyce Appleby was one She wasn't Appleby at 
the time She married [Andrew] Andy Appleby 
later Joyce handled our publicity We could 
not afford to pay anyone with her talent She 
wrote splendid publicity that was tailored to 
match Rudd's kind of personality Joyce had 
written for Mademoiselle and, of course, now she 
is a professor of history and head of the 
department at UCLA 
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[William] Bill Norris was on the campaign 
He brought m three bright, young attorneys from 
O'Melveny and Myers Warren Christopher gave us 
some advice I used some of their suggestions 
for our final mailing piece that we sent out to 
the Republicans A very good mailing piece I 
only wish we had mailed it to the conservative 
Democrats, too It was effective 
How did you feel by the time of election eve 
about how the campaign had gone' 5 Did you think 
she had a chance of winning^ 

I did, although I was also aware that there was 
not really a united campaign behind her She 
was the liberal candidate The enemies, in the 
sense that I and she had made them during the 
past, were still there and were not really 
behind us Labor appeared to support her I 
don't think they gave us money They gave us a 
man from the machinists, released him from work 
He went around with Rudd He was a big, bear- 
like man He adored Rudd One of his problems 
was that he tended to monopolize her time 

George McClain, through his paper, made 
caustic comments about us and endorsed Hiestand, 
who had never done a thing for older people 1 
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That hurt us, although McClain was not the power 
that he had once been We did not carry Burbank 
the way I hoped we would carry it, the way I 
thought we had to carry it to win I was really 
right about that on election eve 
Superficially, we had labor's support 

Tom Bane had defeated Bill Roscom m the 
primary He came to us with an idea for a joint 
piece It was going to be a piece that said, 
"Don't break the chain from Brown to Bane " We 
agreed to pay half of it That was a standard 
technique of the opposition to try to get 
money out of you to pay for their activities 
But Harrison raised enough money so we could 
give Tom his money and still be able to put out 
our own kind of campaign literature to the 
Republicans and to the Democrats We had a 
special committee of scientists and engineers 
that we were able to make up from the people who 
supported her from JPL [Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory] and Caltech 

So you really catalyzed the liberal element of 
the district 

Oh, yes It was a glamorous campaign We got 
people from outside the district to send money 
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Rudd went to New York, where a fund-raising 
party was given for her One woman gave $1,000 
to her campaign Rudd had a friend m 
Washington, D C who interviewed her and wrote a 
story, which was published in the Washington 
Post We used reprints in our local campaign 
Rudd had a connection with the [ ] Mayer 

family, the owners of the Washington Post She 
was a friend of one of the daughters 
What was the final vote^ 

I don't know what the vote was, but we lost by 
1 4 percent The final registration was 52 4 
percent Democratic So that 3 percent edge the 
incumbent had did make the difference 
But that is a pretty good showing 
Yes When you realize that below the surface 
the labor union people and the powers that be 
didn't want us to win They had their own man 
They weren't going to run him until the district 
became safe through reapportionment 
In I960, there was going to be 
redistrictmg The conservative part, 

Altadena, Monrovia, La Canada, was cut off The 
Twenty-first District became a Democratic 
district Everett Burkhalter ran and won He 
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was their man all the time He was simply- 
standing in the wings, 311 st waiting for a better 
Democratic margin 

When you took on this campaign managership, did 
you resign as the county organization chairman * 5 
Yes But not from the county committee I 
stayed on until 1960 After the 1958 campaign, 
as a matter of fact, on the night of the 
election, I was home in bed By then I was 
exhausted I was subject to these chest colds 
from my early illnesses So I was in bed for 
the next couple of months 

The one person who did come over and told 
me that I had managed a good campaign was Fred 
Dutton He had managed the Pat Brown and 
Kennedy campaigns He knew all too well what 
the opposition was against us The real 
opposition Everyone was floored that we had 
almost won There was a miscount and for a 
while radio and news reports said that Rudd 
Brown was ahead Our opponents panicked on 
that, within and outside of the party For a 
while, our supporters had the happy feeling that 
we were victorious I never thought that could 
be because I had gotten the preliminary snap 
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tallies from the Burbank precincts, and I knew 
we weren't carrying them as well as we ought to 

I do think that in the Republican areas, we 
carried the Democrats in them better than was 
traditionally the case In the summer, we had a 
special mailing that went out to the Democrats 
m Republican areas, giving a special pitch on 
Rudd and trying to get some money from them 
And we did make enough money to pay for the 
mailings I only wish we had gotten more out 
Why did you resign from the county committee in 
I960 7 

After the Rudd Brown campaign, my mother, who 
was always behind me m all of these things and 
who was the backup person for me with my son— 
she lived a few blocks from me in Temple City— 
had angina I didn't really understand that 
very well What I thought was that someday my 
mother would get a heart attack and die What 
actually happened was that she got little 
strokes 

She got these m 1959 The strokes 
affected her memory and thinking so that she was 
not a wholly rational person anymore The 
doctor said that she should go into a 
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convalescent home We had her m one for about 
three weeks that was in Altadena I spent my 
time going up to visit her twice a day That 
took at least four hours After I left—since 
she was not wholly rational—she would continue 
to ask the nurses for her daughter 

I finally decided that she had to come to 
our house My father had built it for me It 
was a ranch-style house, a U-shaped house The 
master bedroom was at the end of one U We put 
my mother there My mother had been a very 
independent person and a very supportive person, 
and to have this role reversed was very sad I 
am not a good nurse, so I decided that I had to 
get a 30 b to get someone to care for her By 
that time, I was no longer young, and I had been 
out of the labor market for some time I did do 
some campaigning for small communities 
Paid campaigning Local election 7 
Yes It was irregular work So I finally 
called up Fred Dutton and said, "While I never 
did political work to get a 30 b with the state, 

I really need a 30 b now I have to do something 
for my mother " He said, "OK " Others had 


gotten jobs who had not done as much volunteer 
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work as I had done Some of the hacks of the 
assemblymen had gotten jobs At first Fred was 
going to have me work for the economic 
development commission, because I had had a lot 
of economics at the university When I wrote up 
my resume, it sounded good to Fred I had been 
Phi Beta Kappa at the University of Chicago He 
had been Phi Beta Kappa at Stanford University 
In fact, Fred was part of the Stanford circle 
Warren Christopher, Bill Norris, and others 
They are still m touch with each other 
[Victor] Vick Palmien went on to reorganize the 
New York Central Railroad 
These are liberals out of Stanford 
Yes And many of them were connected with 
O'Melveny and Myers 

When you say the economic development 

commission, what do you mean 9 

Pat Brown set up an economic development 

commission 

Would you be a staffer for it* 9 

A staff person for it But the head of it was 
an economist from UCLA So the office was right 
at the entry to UCLA I drove out there It 
took me an hour and a half to get there 
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You drove out there to be interviewed or did you 
get the job'* 

I went out there and talked to the man In the 
meantime, Fred had to find something for John 
Gaffney He said, "You don't really want that 
30 b it is so far away You want to be close to 
your mother " So he assigned me to the disaster 
office m Pasadena, the political office This 
is where they put political appointees Of 
course, civil defense, to someone who had 
supported Stevenson, seemed a pretty far-out 
thing [Laughter] But the office was close I 
was able to get to the office in about ten 
minutes from home 

At home we had a system A nurse for my 
mother came from eight o'clock to one o'clock 
From one o'clock to three, we had a nice woman 
in the neighborhood who came in and cleaned up 
the house From three to five my father stayed 
with my mother until I got home My husband and 
I took care of my mother during the weekend 

This routine altered my lifestyle 
completely I got the 30 b in '59 I was 
working for the disaster office I had the 
nurse I was still on the county committee, but 



208 


DOUGLASS 

MYERS 


my activities were very much limited Then the 
Kennedy campaign happened 

One of the things I did for Fred, though, 
was to work with a group from O'Melveny and 
Myers doing research on the different states so 
that the Kennedy campaign would know everything 
about the political and economic characteristics 
in that state This was interesting work I 
did about three southern states Richard 
Sherwood researched about three states too 
Was this a part-time paid job** 

No This was volunteer work I was not a 
delegate to the Kennedy convention, but I 
attended it One of the things that the county 
committee was able to do Oh, yes, in the 
primary of that year I did make sure that Don 
Rose got reelected to the county committee 
again He and others were challenged in his 
district I raised $150 for a postcard mailing 
to some of the voters in his district, enough 
voters to get him elected It was an effective 
mailing, and Don continued to be chairman of the 
county committee 

Don did get permission from the convention 


people to publicized and charge admission to 
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hear Kennedy at the Coliseum by USC As a 
result of that enterprise the county committee 
made $23,000 My last service for the county 
committee was to call a meeting of candidates 
and members of the organization committee to 
apportion that $23,000 to deserving candidates 
Generally, it did not go to incumbents, or if it 
did, it was someone who needed the money, like 
[Congressman] George [E ] Brown [Jr ] 

Otherwise, incumbents received a nominal amount 
I was able to get $2,000 for Rudd She ran a 
second time, but I was not the manager 
Did she run in '60? 

Yes She lost by quite a bit By then her 
opponents were ready and waiting for her They 
no longer discounted her as a candidate Back 
then the political pros tended to discount women 
candidates Then if the district registration 
was close and an incumbent was in place, they 
didn't really think a challenger was a threat 
So the second time her oppositions were 
forewarned 

So you worked up to finally just bowing out 
Not only was I ready to bow out, the disaster 
office personnel were going to come under a 
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merit system set up by the federal government 
This was being done so the state disaster office 
could get federal matching funds We would no 
longer be able to do political work legally 
Some of the Democrats in the office continued to 
politick, but they were not part of the 
volunteer movement, and I never felt comfortable 
with them 

The sensible thing for me was to stick to 
disaster work If one worked full time at it, 
one soon got to know everything there was to 
know about disaster I didn't really want to 
know, but I worked hard to get along with the 
civil defense directors in the field 
How long did you hold that position** 

Until the Reagan administration came He fired 
all of the Democrats In the meantime, I had 
become a good friend with a colonel who had been 
m the disaster office but who was now the head 
of disaster services for the L A County Board 
of Supervisors He was quite close to 
Republican politicians Because I knew so much 
about the disaster office he recommended to the 
Reagan administration that I stay on I wasn't 
laid off, but one of the people who was laid off 
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took my case to the personnel office since he 
had been hired before me Gaffney had set up a 
crazy system under which I could have stayed, 
but it didn't hold water when the case was taken 
to the personnel board I had to go and after I 
went the Reaganites got rid of my challenger 
too We all went 

Did you pretty well drop out of CDC at this 
time, too 7 

Oh, yes I was only an officer for two years 
because I had neither the time nor the money to 
travel up and down the state 

But in terms of participation or going to the 
conventions 7 

I went to the conventions After the '54 and 
'56 conventions there wasn't too much there that 
excited me 

I wanted to ask you about Unruh and the 
disaffection that occurred between Unruh and the 
powers of CDC First of all, apparently he ran 
a slate of candidates m the L A County central 
committee m July of '62 that was to defeat the 
CDC group You weren't on the committee, but I 
wondered what you knew of that 
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I think he won I think Tom Bane became 
chairman One of the things that happens m a 
Democratic victory is that the party immediately 
begins to go downhill m my opinion What Pat 
Brown did was to appoint a lot of people to 
state offices I, for example, was appointed to 
the disaster office for personal reasons But 
many of the bright, young attorneys who were 
active m CDC were appointed to judgeships 
Occasionally, it seemed they were appointed out 
of active politics because they were a thorn m 
the side You can bet too active, you know 1 
So he did that fairly early on’ 

Oh, yes Most of the appointments were made m 
the early days of the administration Some of 
them were volunteers I remember Lester Van 
Tatenhov was appointed a judge He was a 
Harvard Law School graduate and a leading 
volunteer in Orange County The appointment of 
these people pulled them out of politics and 
weakened the leadership of the volunteer 
movement, as it were Joe Wyatt was still 
around and active, as was Toby Osos 
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What do you know of the Unruh confrontation 7 
Did you have an immediate knowledge of what was 
going on 7 

I knew that Unruh was not in the original Liz 
Snyder camp He had worked for Esther Murray 
After he was elected to the assembly and learned 
how politics worked, what he did was to 
establish himself as a power center He 
controlled the money He began running the 
Democratic party Brown made a mistake when he 
let Unruh make most of the appointments 
Letting Unruh make most of the appointments 7 
Yes 

Within the party, you mean 7 

Yes State appointments Fred Dutton appointed 

me in spite of Unruh 

Why 7 Because you were a CDCer 7 

Yes I was part of the volunteer structure and 
Unruh didn't trust it Unruh's feeling was that 

if you couldn't win them, you join them and got 
control of them from the inside He did that 
with the Young Democrats And, ultimately, I 
guess, he did that with the county committee 
I must say when I left the county 
committee, I really left politics My own 
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personal situation was such that I could no 
longer give it the time And, also, I felt, as 
my mother once said, "It is somebody else's turn 
now " I had held the chairs of most everything 
I could do without having a lot of money If 
you wanted to be the national committeewoman, 
you had to have some money or be appointed by 
someone who did have money I had learned a lot 
and had satisfied my curiosity about what made 
politics really work I had wondered if a 
volunteer group could be signifleant° 

I decided it could be significant if there 
was good leadership We did have good 
leadership when we had leadership people like 
Stevenson Kennedy never excited volunteers to 
the same degree as Stevenson did He did excite 
some good. Catholic, young lawyers [John] 
McCarthy here m Claremont was a leader m the 
Peace Corps [Richard] Dick Rogan in Burbank 
also thought Kennedy was great Kennedy did 
have class and style, and I think class and 
style are important I think the intellectual 
tone of the Kennedy administration was very 
high, the occasions when they had the Nobel 
prize winners for dinner and Pablo Casals for a 
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concert I think succeeding presidents have 
tried to imitate the Kennedys 

Getting back to Unruh, he was able, and 
ultimately he was able to have campaign money 
cleared through him Right now it is being 
cleared through [Speaker] Willie [L ] Brown 
[Jr ] I think I would be in favor of [John] 

Van de Kamp's initiative measure that will 
curtail this power and give public money for 
funding campaigns In the meantime, postage has 
gone up, printing costs have gone up, and the 
costs of campaigning have just exceeded what 
volunteers can do So there is a great need for 
public campaign funding 

I had so much experience with incumbents 
lacking organization in their districts They 
didn't want organization This hurt the 
campaigns of candidates who were running at a 
statewide or national level You couldn't get a 
club Well, we did get in a couple of clubs m 
Chet Holifield's district, but it was 
practically over Harold Lane's dead body 
Are you going to vote for the term-limitation 
proposition 9 
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I think so The Van de Kamp's measure I am 
pretty much for it because those in the assembly 
would be able to move on up They can keep 
going and rerun There won't be this sitting on 
power that there is now and holding and 
clutching to it and not letting organizations 
exist Newcomers are viewed with hostility, 
regarded as rivals And, of course, the measure 
provides public campaign financing 
I wonder if you could comment on what happened 
to CDC after the time you were active I 
realize you were not m the heart of the 
activities, but you must have some views about 
what happened in the ensuing years, general 
notions 

Yes I do The one big issue that tore CDC 
asunder was the Vietnam War and, of course, 
eventually it tore the Democratic party apart 
Did the abolition of cross-filing take some of 
the steam out^ 

It took some of the rationale out for preprimary 
endorsements A good deal of the rationale, as 
a matter of fact There was also a paucity of 
leadership because, as I said, some of the best 
people had been appointed to state offices 
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Some of the worst people and some of the finest 
people I have known I met in politics 
[Laughter] One of the finest was Tom Carvey 
He was an executive with Hughes [Aircraft, 

Inc ] Initially, he led great books courses 
He was one of the splendid people I have known 
He was an officer of the county committee and 
then president of CDC 
He was president m '61 

I asked him once if he thought the time had been 
worth it, and he replied that he doubted it 
Anyway, the big battle for Democratic state 
control had been won But CDC was cut asunder 
by the Vietnam War It was also being sniped at 
by incumbents and Jesse Unruh, who don't like to 
share power 

Sometimes volunteers can be pretty 
annoying [Laughter] I can sympathize a little 
bit with incumbents Volunteers don't always 
appreciate the limitations to their own power 
For example, when they endorse, they often think 
the endorsement is really it I kept telling 
them, "You have to endorse good candidates 
Otherwise you can't make the endorsement stick " 
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One always has to use political judgment 
Oftentimes volunteers do not 

Another fault of volunteers was to try to 
consolidate their own hold There is always 
going to be opposition, but it is a mistake to 
try to obliterate that opposition People who 
are resolutely kept on the outside are 
resolutely going to try to get on the inside 
Or else give it up altogether The CDC 
leadership, m turn, began introducing a lot 
more rules and regulations Again, there wasn't 
an understanding that power has its limits I 
keep finding that out all the time And 
volunteers can be just as bad as some of the 
incumbents on that score 

But then Kennedy was shot, and we had the 
Vietnam War [President Lyndon B ] Johnson was 
not the man to inspire volunteers Later, if 
Tom [F ] Bradley had won the governorship, the 
Democrats might have had a new lease on life 
But he didn't, although that was an election the 
Democrats should have had Also, I think there 
is a perception that volunteers can no longer 
expect to play a significant role as formerly 
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Many volunteers, myself included, joined 
special interest groups and hoped to exercise 
political influence that way I am active in 
Planned Parenthood and the Sierra Club I got 
signatures for the Big Green [initiative] On 
the other hand, I also want to lead my own life 
There are lots of things I like to do I like 
to travel I love France I go there every 
year 

Was CDC a phenomenon that bloomed at a 
particular time and fulfilled its purpose”? 

I think so I don't think there is a clear need 
for it today At least people don't perceive a 
clear need I think what has happened is that 
the incumbents have tied up the state 
organizations in knots, but volunteers aren't 
aware of it 

I think state organization should be like 
architecture form should follow function But 
state committee organization has separated form 
from function They have appointed people from 
the state committee to three congressional 
districts, for example This destroys the 
council idea of bringing together all elements 
of the party for a political jurisdiction 
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established in the election code Also, the 
state committee has greatly enlarged its 
membership, and its conventions compete size 
with a DC convention However, as a member of 
the Claremont Democratic Club, I never go out of 
Claremont 

What would it take 9 A charismatic Democratic 
governor or a Democratic presidential candidate 
to catalyze this kind of movement again 9 
I don't know whether that movement could ever be 
replicated, but it certainly takes leadership at 
the top to get people excited to do something 
In the last presidential election we did have a 
headquarters because of Sandy Hester There was 
a flurry of activity m the community for a 
while People went down to the headquarters 
they picked up [Michael S ] Dukakis posters and 
they put them up But after the defeat they 
went back home I would like to see some of 
them activated for these three important current 
initiatives 

Would another problem be a lack of women 
volunteers today 9 They are in professions and 
earning a salary that is necessary for the 
household, or by choice 
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Yes In a lot of the campaigns now if there is 
anyone working there, they are generally given 
some pay, whereas in my day, we really did 
volunteer In my day we sometimes paid for 
baby-sitters Women were not working then the 
way they are now A good many of the women are 
now working because they really must In 
addition to the work they have domestic cares 
that they have to attend to 

This is not only felt m the Democratic 
clubs, but in AAUW [American Association of 
University Women], Scripps Fine Arts 
[Foundation] Everywhere It is older women 
who are retired who are the mainstay now The 
League of Women Voters is also encountering the 
same problem 

What I hope and what I would like to see 
is for more women to enter politics I think 
women are very good at nuts-and-bolts work I 
think with women in the legislature we will get 
better legislation, legislation that is 
addressed to personal needs, family needs, 
children's needs And I think we will not be so 
warlike, so militarily minded 
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Do you think that m today's world with its 
problems that these are women's issues 7 The 
burning issues that society faces 
They are The choice question is muddied I 
think it is primarily muddied by religion The 
people who are really against choice are 
religious activists on the far right and to a 
lesser degree m the Catholic Church 
But I am thinking of things m a way that are 
a spin-off of that If you talk about 
children's problems, gang problems Do you 
think the time has come for women to realize 
themselves as elected people because of the 
nature of the issues 7 

I do I think, for example, [Congresswoman 

Patricia] Pat Schroeder has a far better feeling 

for these problems than men, even men who would 

really like to be for these issues but who don't 

understand them as well as she does 

But do you think the electorate is ready to see 

that 7 

I think women m the electorate are beginning to 
see it When I ran Evelyn Johnson's campaign, 
we had to run her as a housewife A lot of 
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women didn't feel a housewife was qualified for 

that office 

But has that changed 7 

I think it has I think women are working now 
and are encountering these problems And I 
think they realize it takes a government and 
women m government to address them I don't 
think that people m this country are aware of 
the degree to which government plays a role in 
family life in countries like France Germany, 
and in Scandinavia, where there are family 
allowances, where there is medical care within 
the reach of everyone In France there are the 
Ecoles Maternelles There are special train 
fares for pensioners and children There is 
public transportation geared for workers, 
retired people, women, children Everyone 
[Interruption] 

You said that you have a few more comments about 
Elizabeth Snyder 

Yes I don't think, in a way, I have paid her 
enough justice nor have I given credit to the 
women that did support her One of her main 
supporters was Anna Laura Myers, who lived m 
this district and who worked very hard in the 
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Zetterberg campaign I knew her very well She 
called me, for example, to ask me to support Liz 
for state chairman I explained to her that 
under the circumstances I didn't feel that I 
could 

Liz had a background in the League of Women 
Voters She had a great deal of presence She 
understood issues very well She spoke 
persuasively and convincingly I think women 
like Anna Laura found her very supportive and 
turned to her for her judgment on things I 
think, to a degree, they didn't see her from the 
same perspective as I saw her from my vantage 
point I remember once Anna Laura saying that 
if Liz's husband got m trouble, it was because 
they had made a goat out of him The idea was 
that they would be the victims and not the 
participants 

Liz had other support Mabel Rhodie was 
dedicated to the Dime A Day program I think 
she thought that the volunteers had done it m 
But Dime A Day really fell of its own weight 
because of the endorsement of Bonelli But 
Mabel thought it was "wicked" that the 
volunteers hadn't supported it 
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Gaffney and Bea Cutler were supporters of 
Liz, but then they were very much involved with 
the AFL unions who supported Liz They really 
had left the volunteer movement In the 
beginning, Gaffney had been a supporter of 
Graves During that time, we had worked 
together 

After the 7 54 election I simply left this 
district alone because there was Anna Laura and 
Gaffney Gaffney had his hands on most of the 
organization Although I know during the 
Stevenson period that the Claremont club had 
lots of activity, I stayed away from it In 
that final election that I told you about where 
Glenn Anderson won the first vice presidency I 
carried every district except the Twenty-fifth 
(the old Twelfth District) I didn't even 
bother to try to get a vote here It was 
Gaffney's district, and that was that It was 
the only district that voted against Glenn 

There was a clash of interests As Ruth 
Lybeck—she and her husband had been field 
people for Helen Gahagan Douglas—once told me 
"In politics, it is friend against friend 
Family member against family member That is 
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the way it is " That is true I don't think 
you make many lasting friends in politics, 
because, from time to time, you have to stand up 
and be counted And every time you are, someone 
whom you know rather well and whom you like 
quite a bit is going to be taking the opposite 
position 

That is part of it, isn't lt^ 

That is part of the game I met fascinating 
people and people I liked, but I would not go 
into politics to make enduring friendships I 
have a few Don Rose Rudd There are a few 
Some I see more often than others I see Steve 
now and then 

I guess you need some tolerance for friction 
Yes A great deal of tolerance Once, talking 
about candidates, Glen Wilson, who was very 
wise, said, "The problem is you know him too 
well " [Laughter] In politics we discover the 
feet of clay Candidates are not perfect, but 
it is necessary to have a certain feeling of 
humility about people m this, too 
OK Thank you very much 


[End Session 3] 

[End Tape 4, Side B] 
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I mentioned that my experience as a district director 
for the Community Chest and Red Cross influenced my ideas on 
campaign organization, but I believe I then digressed to 
another subject However, the approach the charitable 
organizations took to campaign organization was so different 
I think it well to comment on it more 

During my early days m politics everyone seemed to 
know about the Daley machine m Chicago, the Newark machine, 
Tammany Hall etc And every newcomer in politics seemed to 
think that the smart political move was to set up a little 
machine minus the corruption, of course That is, if you 
drew up an organization chart, arranged boxes or slots for 
the names of precinct workers and their supervisors that 
then, ipso facto, you had created a precinct organization* 
The designer of this organization chart usually saw himself 
at the apex of this pyramid of power The fact that no one 
ever succeeded in breathing life into these charts never 
dimmed volunteer enthusiasm for this approach There seemed 
to be no appreciation of the role that patronage had played 
in sustaining big city machines nor of the fact that the 
organization served members of the poor and lower paid 
working people in minority and ethnic groups 

The charitable groups on the other hand, were made up 
of volunteers, were strong m middle class neighborhoods, 
were based on a cadre of experienced volunteers who provided 
the structure for expanding the ranks of the volunteers 
during the duration of the campaign 

During my tenure as Organization Chairman, we followed 
the structure of the charitable groups We tried to 
organize clubs on a community basis Each club would have 
an experienced cadre of political volunteers who could train 
and deploy the new volunteers that each campaign always 
attracted 

Los Angeles County is a congeries of communities Even 
the City of Los Angeles is comprised of communities like 
Hollywood, Westwood, Sherman Oaks, Encino, etc So if we 
could organize in each one of these communities, we were 
assured of a Democratic presence It comes as no surprise 
that our most effective clubs were m wealthy Republican 
areas That's where the money and leadership were We did 
have clubs in poorer communities like Baldwin Park, Azusa, 

El Monte, etc , but these clubs were more unstable In the 
very poor inner city areas where there was a lack of leisure 
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and money, clubs were difficult to organize The opposition 
of local assemblyman, congressmen and other officials did 
not help They cared more about the security of their own 
political necks than the election of U S senators, 
governors and other constitutional officers 

With the community club being the organizational unit, 
the County Committee directed its efforts to making them 
effective organizations—how to design good programs, how to 
run meetings, how to enlist volunteers for registration 
drives, canvassing for votes, distributing literature, 
setting up headquarters, etc 

During the Stevenson campaign just about every 
community m the County had a Democratic headquarters that 
was paid for and manned by volunteers That constituted an 
immense financial contribution to the candidates and the 
party 


In this kind of organizational strategy we used the 
discipline of the group We trained in groups we met at 
the headquarters in groups we drove to our work sites in 
groups we reported and analyzed our results in groups If 
a group of union men arrived at headquarters to help, I sent 
them out with precinct maps and material m one car so they 
would have to return to headquarters to pick up their cars 
when the job was done The idea that thousands of union men 
would fan out into precincts during a campaign was a myth 
that was nurtured m the Republican ranks to strengthen the 
resolve of their volunteers It is true that seasoned, 
dedicated volunteers could be trusted to do independent 
precinct work but fresh volunteers really blanched at the 
thought of accosting a voter in his home and frequently 
procrastinated until it became too late to go out 
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Addendum written by Helen L Myers 


I recall my years in politics more as a series of self- 
contained episodes rather than as a continuous unfolding of 
events The episodes are embedded m amber, as it were, m 
my memory The campaign year of 1954 is a good example of 
this compartmentalized memory storage 

The primary had been scorched into my brain by the 
Palladium party the meeting of the State Committee in 
Sacramento had been consumed by the emotionally laden 
struggle over the election of the chairman and the final 
days of the campaign had been marked by dissension over the 
divisive support of the unions and party in the Graves, 
Yorty-Knight battle But emerging from this series of deep 
conflicts was one shining evening of inspiration and 
harmony the Stevenson rally at the Hollywood Bowl 

Paul Ziffren was probably the one who had secured 
Stevenson to speak at the Hollywood Bowl m October He had 
put Goldie Kennedy m charge of arrangements and Goldie in 
turn had appointed me to be in charge of filling up the 
Bowl—a mind-boggling task 

Back in 1950 it had no sooner been decided by the 
Democrats that it was no longer possible to get a sizable 
number of people to a meeting than Stevenson confounded us 
by speaking to an overflow crowd at the Shrine Auditorium 
The Bowl was an order of magnitude larger than the Shrine— 
some 18 000 to 20,000 seats If there was an advance man, I 
never met him, so the logistics of filling the Bowl were 
left to me (On rereading the Daily News story, I learned 
that Hy Raskin had been sent out to mastermind the event and 
he didn't believe it could be done ) 

Of course, as Organization Chairman of the L A County 
Democratic Central Committee I knew all the clubs like the 
back of my hand, and we had a lot of them As first-vice- 
president of CDC I had also been setting up councils and 
organizing clubs m the other counties of Southern 
California so I had contacts all over 

It seemed imperative to me that we set up some kind of 
control over the progress we were making in filling up the 
Bowl The only sure way to do that, I thought, was to sell 
tickets Since our purpose was to fill the Bowl, not to 
make money, the price would be nominal I therefore sent 
out a letter to all the clubs m Southern California telling 
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them about the Stevenson visit I explained to them that 
the County Committee would sell them 50 tickets for $40, 
they could sell tickets to club members for $1 00 a ticket, 
and pocket the extra ten dollars for the club treasury I 
also sent them the names and phone numbers of bus companies 
that had buses they could charter The idea caught on 

At Democratic Headquarters I posted a large map of the 
Bowl on the wall It resembled a general's field map As 
the reservations began coming in, I colored m the block of 
tickets that were sold I began at the bottom and worked up 
to the top By the time the event was held, the map was 
fully colored We had a sellout’ Close to the stage and on 
the floor of the Bowl were a large number of seats which we 
sold for $10 00 These, too, sold out, so although money 
was not the object, we did end up making some 

The night of the speech I went to the Bowl with my 
husband m the bus of my own Temple City Democratic Club 
When we arrived buses from other areas were coming and the 
evening took on a truly festive air Most of the clubs had 
decorated their buses with banners, signs and flags I 
remember one sign that went the length of the bus that read 
"Imperial County Democrats for Stevenson " That night it 
was clear that Democrats from all over Southern California 
were pouring into the Bowl and there seemed to be acres and 
acres of festooned buses 

For me it was a stirring sight to see so many Democrats 
from the ordinary ranks of life so caught up in this 
political fervor It was also an evening of unity 
Stevenson transcended class, race and religious divisions 
and even political rivalries He won the "egghead" vote but 
his words reached down and moved many ordinary, hardworking 
Americans 

After I took my seat inside the Bowl close to the 
bottom, I turned around and looked up There under a 
battery of flood lights and reaching up, up to the very top 
was a vast sea of faces It was a gratifying moment and a 
thrilling experience 
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